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I. INTRODUCTION 
A. BACKGROUND

This  act ion proposes t imber harvest and assoc ia ted act iv i ties in  a  pro jec t area located in  Sect ion

35, Town ship  22 South, Range 3 Wes t, Wil lam ette  Mer id ian, Lane County , Oregon in  the South

Val ley Resource Area of the Eugene Distr ict,  Bureau of Land Mana geme nt.  The pro jec t area is  in

the Matrix  Land Use  Al locat ion and has management  ob ject ives for Conn ectivity  and Ripar ian

Reserves.  This  pro jec t was  f i rs t proposed in  1999, in  Env i ronmenta l Assessment  (EA) No. OR-

090-99-24.  However,  no f ina l dec is ion was  made.  S ince then, new po l ic ies regard ing Survey and

Manage  Spec ies have been implemented and the conf iguration o f the pro jec t area has changed. 

This  EA  rep laces EA  No. OR-090-99-24.

B. PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION
The purpose of the act ion within  Conn ectivity  is  to prov ide a sustain able  f low of forest

products , reduce s tand density  to promo te d iameter growth  and s tand v o lu m e growth, promo te

canopy re tent ion and layer ing, improve growing condi t ions for shade to lerant con i fers , and

promo te spec ies d ivers i ty .  The need for the act ion is  es tab l ished in  the “Eugene Dis t r ic t

Record  o f Dec is ion and Resource Management  P lan” (RMP),  June 1995, which directs  that

t imber be harvested f rom Matrix  lands in  a  susta ined yield  manner.

The purpose of the act ion within  the Ripar ian Reserves is  to hasten deve lopment o f la te-

success iona l forest s t ruc tura l character is tics by reduc ing s tand density  to promo te d iameter

growth, canopy re tent ion and layer ing, improve growing condi t ions for shade to lerant con i fers ,

and promo te spec ies d ivers i ty . The need for the act ion is  es tab l ished in  the RMP, which directs

that s i lv icu ltura l pract ices be appl ied in  Ripar ian Reserves to acquire  des i red vegetat ive and

st ructura l character is tics needed to attain  Aqua tic  Conservat ion St ra tegy (ASC) ob ject ives.

C. CONFORMANCE WITH LAND USE PLAN
The Proposed Act ion and a l ternatives are  in conformance with  the Record  o f Dec is ion for

Ame ndme nts  to Forest Serv ice and Bureau of Land Management  P lann ing Docu ments  within

the Range of the Northern  Spot ted Owl,  Apri l  1994 (NSO ROD),  and the R M P as amended by

the Record  o f Dec is ion for Ame ndme nts  to the Survey and Manage, Protect ion Buffer,  and

other Mi t igat ion Measures Standards and Guide l ines, USDA Forest Serv ice and USDI Bureau

of Land Mana geme nt,  January  2001 (S&M ROD).   The R M P makes  land use a l locat ions and

a l lows for density  management  th inn ings in  the Matrix  land use a l locat ion and s i lv icu ltura l

pract ices within  Ripar ian Reserves. 
Addi t iona l site-spe cif ic  in format ion is  availab le in  the Jasper Creek T imber Sale  pro jec t

analys is  f i le . This  f i le  and the above re ferenced docum ents  are  availab le for rev iew at the 

Eugene Dis t r ic t Of f ice . 
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II. ISSUES SELECTED FOR ANA LYSIS

I ssue 1: How  wou ld t imber harvest and road const ruct ion af fect the At ta inment o f

Aqu atic  Conservation St ra tegy Object ives at the watershed scale?

In  order for a  proposal to comp ly  with  the Nor thwest Forest P lan, i t must  be shown that the

project,  a t a  m i n im u m , does not prevent or retard a t ta inment o f the n ine ACS Object ives on

a watershed or landscape sca le , and that s i lv icu ltura l pract ices in  Ripar ian Reserves  are

needed to attain  ACS Object ives.  Act iv i t ies  descr ibed in  the Proposed Act ion and

al ternatives may  have s o m e ef fec t on BLM ’s abil i ty  to meet these ob ject ives.

I ssue 2: How  wou ld t imber harvest and road const ruct ion af fect northern

spotted o w l habitat?

The pro jec t area is  located within  the h o m e range of the Jasper Creek ow l s i te .  Harvest ing

t imber may  af fec t hab i ta t for owls  u t i l iz ing that s i te . The pro jec t area may  a lso prov ide

d ispersa l hab i ta t for owls  seek ing unoccupied ter r i to ry . T imber harves ts  may  af fec t the

quantity  and quality  o f forag ing and d ispersa l hab i ta t within  the pro jec t area.

III. PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES
The Proposed Act ion and Al ternat ives cons ider forest management  act iv i ties inc lud ing

density  management  by commerc ia l t imber harves t.

A. PROPOSED ACTION - Density Management
This  is  a  density  management  a l ternative with  two th inn ing prescr ip t ions des igned

to prov ide a sustain able  f low of forest products , reduce s tand density  to promo te

d iameter growth  and s tand v o lu m e growth, promo te canopy re tent ion and layer ing,

improve growing condi t ions for shade to lerant con i fers , and promo te t ree spec ies

d ivers i ty .  Appro ximate ly  1.4  mi l l ion board  fee t(MMBF) or 2 ,700 hundred cubic  feet

(CCF) o f t imber f rom an est imated 70 acre  harvest area would  be o f fered for sa le .

Silviculture
All  t rees not specif ic al ly  ident i fied for re tent ion would  be cut.   Areas to be harvested

would  be th inned f rom be low , reserv ing the largest and most  v igorous t rees, except

where  s o m e larger t rees would  be harvested as needed to ach ieve the s tock ing

object ives and to c lear road r ight -o f-ways.  Retent ion would  favor coni fers  o ther

than Douglas-f i r ,  while  harvested t rees would  be primar i ly  Douglas-f i r .   S o m e

Ripar ian Reserves would  be t reated by th inn ing to the s a m e density  as the ad jacent

up lands.

• In the Mode rately  th inned areas (approx imately  55 acres o f Matrix  and 8 acres o f

Ripar ian Reserves),  approx imately  100 t rees per acre  (TPA) would  be re ta ined. 

Canopy closure  would  be approx imately  60%  af ter t reatment

• In the Heav ily  th inned areas  (approx imately  4  acres o f Matrix  and 3 acres o f R ipar ian

Reserves),  approx imately  50 TPA would  be re ta ined. Canopy closure  would  be

approx imately  45%  af ter treatme nt.  

• Cover ing and burn ing o f land ing p i les a long Road Nos. 22-3-35 and 22-3-3  would  be

done to reduce the roads ide f i re hazard.  Pi le  burn ing would  commence  af ter the

onset o f a u tu m n ra ins to insure  mois t soi l  condi t ions.  Any  land ing p i les generated

along natura l sur faced spurs  would  be left  unt reated for wildl i fe  habitat.

Retention
 C Coarse woody  debris  (CWD) of decay c lasses 3 , 4  and 5 would  be re ta ined where
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poss ib le . 

• Hardwoods and snags which are  not a  safety  hazard  to woods  workers  would  be

reta ined.  Those fe l led for safety  reasons would  be re ta ined on s i te .

Reserves
• The he ight o f one s i te-potent ia l t ree in  the Upper Coast Fork  Wil lam ette

watershed has been determined to be 200 feet.   R ipar ian Reserve wid ths o f 200

feet on e i ther s ide o f non- f ishbearing s t re a m s would  be estab l ished in  accordance

with  the s tandards and gu ide l ines in  the Record  o f Dec is ion for Ame ndme nts  to

Forest Serv ice and Bureau of Land Management  P lann ing Docu ments  within  the

Range of the Northern  Spot ted Ow l (NSO ROD) (Appe ndix  C , pp. 31-38).  

Management  treatme nts  within  the Ripar ian Reserves would  inc lude th inn ing,

road const ruct ion, and road decommiss ion ing. 

• Por t ions o f the Ripar ian Reserves for Hydro logic  Features 6 , 7 , 9 , and 13 would

be th inned to within  100 feet,  and Ripar ian Reserves for Hydro logic  Features 4

and 5 would  be th inned to within  50 feet to the s a m e dens i t ies as the ad jacent

up lands.

• Th i r ty -seven s i tes conta in ing Oregon Mego mphix  snails  located within  or ad jacent

to proposed harvest boundar ies would  be protected cons is tent with  the

Management  Recommendat ions for Terrest r ia l Mol lusk Spec ies, Vers ion 2.0

(November 1999).   Each  site  would  be protected by a one quar ter acre  reserve.

Roads
• O n BLM-managed  land, approx imately  3 ,400 feet o f road would  be const ructed.  Road

23-3-3  would  be improved by ins ta l ling a cross- drain  culvert  for St ream 3 and

rep lac ing the ex is t ing culvert  for St ream 4 with  a  larger culvert  capab le o f dra in ing a

100-year f lood event.   New  roads would  be natura l sur faced, buil t  to  min imum width

standards (14 foot subgrade),  with  no d i tches, reduced c lear ing l imits  and outs loped

where  poss ib le . 

• Appro ximate ly  200 feet o f Spur  B  would  be const ructed in  the outer por t ion o f the

Ripar ian Reserves. 

• All  natura l sur faced roads would  be waterbarred and b locked at the end of each

operat ing season.

• Upon complet ion o f harvest operat ions, al l  newly  const ructed roads and land ings

would  be subsoi led (i .e.,  mech anically  break ing up the compacted area o f the road)

and b locked. 

• No log haul ing would  occur on natura l sur faced spurs  or roads dur ing per iods o f wet

weather.  

     Yarding
• Fa l l ing and yard ing would  not be permi t ted dur ing the sap f low per iod to avoid

damage to the res idua l s tand.  D i rec t iona l fa l l ing would  be requ i red to pro tect

wet lands, spr ings, and ad jacent reserve areas.

• No whole  t ree logg ing with  l imbs would  be a l lowed.  L imbs would  be cut and left  in  the

unit.

• Yard ing would  be by cable  and tractor. The Purchaser would  have the opt ion o f

us ing ground-based equipment on s lopes less than 3 5 % .  Best Management

Pract ices (BMP’s)  for cable  and t rac tor yard ing would  be fo l lowed, inc lud ing use

of interme diate  suppo rts  and tai l  t rees where  necessary  to obtain  par t ia l
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suspens ion, predes ignat ing skid  t ra i ls ,  l imi t ing t rac tor yard ing to dry  seasons,

and not a l lowing t rac tor skid  trai ls  in  Ripar ian Reserves ( R O D /R M P Appe ndix  C).   

Upon complet ion o f logg ing, skid  trai ls  would  be subsoi led and water -bar red as

needed.  

B. ALTERNATIVE A - Density Management
This  a l ternative would  be s imi lar to the Proposed Act ion, except no s i lv icu ltura l

t reatment would  occur in  the Ripar ian Reserves.  Appro ximate ly  1  mi l l ion board

fee t(MMBF) or 1900 hundred cubic  fee t(CCF) o f t imber f rom an est imated 59 acre

harvest area would  be o f fered for sa le .

Silviculture
• In the Mode rately  th inned areas (approx imately  55 acres o f Matr ix) ,  approx imately

100 t rees per acre  (TPA) would  be re ta ined.  Canopy closure  would  be approx imately

60%  af ter t reatment

• In the Heav ily  th inned areas  (approx imately  4  acres o f Matr ix) ,  approx imately  50 TPA

would  be re ta ined. Canopy closure  would  be approx imately  45%  af ter treatme nt.  

• R ipar ian Reserves would  not be t reated.  

Al l  o ther s i lv icul ture features re la ted to density  management  outs ide the Ripar ian

Reserves would  be the s a m e as the Proposed Act ion.   

Roads
• All  road features would  be the s a m e as the Proposed Act ion.

All  o ther des ign features re la ted to density  management  outs ide the Ripar ian Reserves,

inc lud ing  Retent ion, Reserves, and Yard ing would  be the s a m e as the Proposed

Act ion.

C. ALTERNATIVE B - No Action
All  t imber harvest ac t iv i ties would  be defer red, and no management  act iv i ties descr ibed

under any a l ternatives would  occur a t this  t ime.  Because the pro jec t area is  within  the

Matrix  land use a l locat ion, i t may  be cons idered for future t imber harves ts  even if this

a l ternative is  se lected a t this  t ime.

D. ALTERNATIVE C - No New Roads
Under this  a l ternative, no new road const ruct ion would  occur.   T imber harvest would

occur on those acres acces sible  f rom Road No. 23-3-3  on ly .   Appro ximate ly  350

thousand board  fee t(MBF) or 650 hundred cubic  feet (CCF) o f t imber f rom an est imated

23 acre  harvest area would  be o f fered for sa le .

Silviculture
• Mode rate  th inn ing would  occur on approx imately  20 acres o f Matr ix .  Green t ree

retent ion would  be approx imately  100 tpa.

• Heavy  th inn ing (green t ree re tent ion approx imately  50 tpa) would  occur on 3 acres o f

Matrix  and no Ripar ian Reserve acres.

• All  o ther s i lv icu ltura l features would  be the s a m e as the Proposed Act ion.

Roads
• No new road const ruct ion would  occur.   Landings would  be const ructed a long Road

No. 23-3-3.
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Yarding
• Yard ing would  be by sky l ine cable  s y s te m s on ly .  Logs would  be yarded to Road No.

23-3-3. 

All  o ther des ign features would  be the s a m e as the Proposed Act ion.

E. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT NOT ANALYZED
Hel icopter Logging.  Hel icopter logg ing was  cons idered for those acres not acces sible

by ex is t ing roads in  A l ternat ive C , but was  not ana lyzed fur ther because of the small

acreage remain ing unacc essible  by ex is t ing roads.  I t would  not be econo mically

feasible  to u t i l ize hel icopters  to remove small  d iameter logs f rom only  30 acres.

Table  1 .  Jasper Creek A l ternat ive Compar ison Table

Proposed Action

DM & RR Thin

Alternative A

DM only-No RR Thin

Alternative B

(No Action)

Alternative C

No New Roads

Matrix Moderate

Thinning (100 tpa)

55 acres

748 mbf

55 acres

748 mbf

None 20 acres

300 mbf

Matrix Heavy

Thinning (50 tpa)

4 acres

68 mbf

4 acres

68 mbf

None 3 acres

51 mbf

Riparian Reserve

Moderate Thinning

(100 tpa)

8 acres

110 mbf

0 None None

Riparian Reserve

Heavy Thinning

(50 tpa)

3 acres

51 mbf

0 None None

Totals
70 acres

977 mbf

59 acres

816 mbf

N/A 23 acres

365 mbf

Road Construction

and

Decommissioning

3,400 feet of new

construction–Spurs

A, B, C, and D; all

new spurs

decommissioned

upon project

completion; approx

200 feet of Spur B

would be within

outer half of

Riparian Reserve

for Stream 5.

Same as Proposed

Action

None None

Yarding Skyline and tractor;

tractor yarding

limited to slopes

<35%,

predesignated skid

trails, dry season

only; skid trails

subsoiled upon

completion of

project

Same as Proposed

Action

N/A Skyline only

* mbf = thousand board feet
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IV. EXISTING CONDITIONS
A. GENERAL SETTING

The pro jec t area is  in  the Upper Coast Fork  Wil lam ette  Watershed in  the Jasper Creek

dra inage, formerly  known as the Cot tage Grove Lake/B ig River Watershed.  Watershed

analys is  has been completed (BLM Eugene Distr ict,  Cot tage Grove Lake/B ig River Watershed

Analys is , May  1997).   The Cot tage Grove Lake/B ig River Watershed Analy sis  ana lyzed the

condi t ion o f the Ripar ian Reserves in  the watershed and estab l ished gu ide l ines under which

they should  be t reated.  (Cot tage Grove Lake/B ig River Watershed Analys is , Chapter 4 , pages

4-6.)

The watershed conta ins 15.2% late  success iona l forest.   The Conn ectivity  lands compr is ing

the 25-30% to be managed to prov ide late  success ion forest condi t ions are  located in  the west

por t ion o f Sect ion 35. 

The pro jec t area is  located near the edge of a  Late  Success iona l Reserve (LSR),  which l ies to

the  east and  southeast o f the pro jec t area.  The dra inage has been heavily  harvested dur ing

the past decade. Sect ions ad jacent to the pro jec t area are  private  indust r ia l forest land or

public  land managed by the B L M .

The plants  and anima ls  in  the pro jec t area do not d i f fer signif ica ntly  f rom those d iscussed in

the “Eugene Dis t r ic t Resource Management  P lan\Env i ronmenta l Impact Statem ent,”  November

1994 (Chapter 3).  The fo l lowing resources are  a lso d iscussed in  greater detai l  in  the pro jec t

f i le .

B. SPECIFIC RESOURCE DESCRIPTIONS
Vegetation
This  is  a  well  s tocked s tand of approx imately  45 year old  Doug las-f ir  wh ich regenerated

natural ly  fo l lowing harvest in  the mid  1950 's .  The s tand has a ful ly  s tocked over-story  o f

Doug las-f ir  with  a  well  d is t r ibuted western  hemlock component compr is ing f rom 10 to 20 per

cent o f the s tand. The few hardwoods are  genera lly  r ipar ian assoc ia ted red alder.  Western

hemlock regenerat ion is  found at mode rate  levels  throughout much  of the s tand.  Common

understory  vegetat ion consis ts  o f rhododendron, salal,  sword  fern , and Oregon grape at

genera lly  low dens i ty .  Much  of the area was  adequ ately  s tocked with  coni fers  by 1960, but

s o m e areas requ i red subsequent p lant ing due to a re forestat ion fa i lu re .  These p lanted areas

curren tly  exhibit  lower s tock ing leve ls , canopy gaps and canopy closure  o f approx imately  6 0 % . 

Most  o f the in i t ia l well  s tocked area was  pre-commerc ia l th inned in  1970 to 300 TPA, and has a 

genera lly  h igh canopy closure  o f 85%  and greater,  with  min imal ground vegetat ion.  Down

woody  debris  is  abundant throughout in  p ieces 20-60" d iameter o f var ious lengths.  There  are

low numbers  o f snags.

Wildlife
The pro jec t area is  located within  the h o m e range of the Jasper Creek ow l s i te . A  pair  was  las t

conf i rmed in  1996; a  single  female  was  located in  1997.  A  male  was  heard  in  2002.  For the

past severa l years , a pair  o f bar red owls  has been occupy ing the site  and were  a lso heard  in

2002. Sect ion 35 l ikely  funct ions as forag ing habi ta t for the Jasper Creek ow l site  and d ispersa l

hab i ta t for owls  seek ing unoccupied ter r i to ry , but is  not des ignated as spot ted ow l c r i t i ca l

habitat.

Red  t ree vole  surveys were  completed to pro toco l in  early  2002.  A  to ta l o f 54 nests  were

found, 26 act ive and 28 inact ive.  Habi ta t areas were  estab l ished accord ing to cur rent

Management  Recommendat ions and were  exc luded f rom the proposed harvest area.

The pro jec t area is  suitable  hab i ta t and within  the expected range of a  Survey and Manage

mol lusk spec ies, Mego mphix  hemp hil l i  (Oregon megom phix).    Th i r ty -seven s i tes conta in ing
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Oregon Mego mphix  snails  were  located within  or ad jacent to proposed harvest boundar ies and

would  be protected cons is tent with  the Management  Recommendat ions for Terrest r ia l Mol lusk

Spec ies, Vers ion 2.0  (November 1999).   Each  site  would  be protected by a one-quar ter acre

reserve that main ta ined the amount o f shade at the s i te .

Botany
All  botan ica l surveys have been completed.  No threatened, endangered, or sens i t ive vascu lar

plants  were  detected. Survey and Manage  ( S & M ) protoco l surveys for non-vascu lar spec ies

were  conducted through 1998.  Spec ies detected dur ing those surveys inc luded Ulota

megalospora  (a moss),  Ot idea onot ica, Helve lla  compressa , and S a r co s o ma mexicana  (al l

fungi) .  The S&M  R O D removed these four spec ies f rom Survey and Manage  mi t igat ion due to

h igh number o f s i tes be ing documented in  the reg ion.  A  single  Gymnopi lus punct i fo lius, a

fungus assoc ia ted with  very  large downed wood, was  a lso found.   The 2001 Annual Spec ies

Review (ASR) removed this  spec ies f rom S&M  mi t igat ion in  Oregon and Washington, because

of the h igh number o f s i tes found in  these s ta tes, and the h igh propor t ion o f s i tes within  the

reserve network .  One  fungus conf i rmed in  the pro jec t area, Ot idea lepor ina, is  a  category  “D ”

spec ies under S&M  mi t igat ion.  I t is  located south  o f Martin  Creek (Hydro logic  Feature  8) in  a

Ripar ian Reserve.

A  dry  rocky bald  located north  o f Martin  Creek is  a  spec ia l hab i ta t and is  located within  the

unt reated Ripar ian Reserve for Martin  Creek. Other spec ia l hab i ta ts , such as wet lands and

alder groves, are  assoc ia ted with  hydrolo gic  features.     

Soils
The Peav ine ser ies compr ises the predominant soi ls  in  the pro jec t area.  Peav ine is  a

mode rately  deep, red, c layey soil .  The majority  o f the pro jec t area is  located on gentle  to

mode rately  s teep topography.  S lopes range f rom 15  to 5 0 % .  

Steeper topography is  located a long Martin  Creek (Hydro logy Feature  8 , the lower reach

of Hydro logy Feature  14 and por t ions o f Hydro logy Feature  11).   S lopes range f rom 0 to

6 0 % , with  most  o f the area between 30 and 6 0 % .  The e levat ion for the proposed harvest

area ranges f rom approx imately  1 ,850 to 2 ,450 feet.

T imber Produ ctivity  Capa bil i ty  C lass (TPCC) areas, c lass i f ied as fragile  non-su itable  lands due

to soil  moisture  def ic ienc ies, are  located within  the Ripar ian Reserve between Martin  Creek

(Hydro logy Feature  8) and Hydro logy Feature  6 .

Aquatic and Riparian Resources and Fisheries
Six  perennia l s t re a m s (1 , 5 , 8 , 11, 14, and 23);  16 in termi ttent s t re a m s (3 , 4 , 6  , 9 , 10, 13, lower

15, 17, 18, 20-22, 24, and 29-31);  6  spr ings (7 , upper 15, 16, 19, 26, and 28);  1  seep (27); and

2 wet lands (12 and 25),  are  located within  or imme diately  ad jacent to the pro jec t area. 

S t re a m s 2, 3 , 4 , 29, 30 and 31 drain  nor thwest to west to St ream 1 (Jasper Creek),  which

dra ins west to southwest to Big  River.   S t re a m s or spr ings/seeps 6-11, 13-24, 26 and 28 drain

to St ream 8 (Martin  Creek),  which dra ins west to southwest to Big  River.   St ream 3 lacks a

culvert  a t Road 23-3-3, rout ing f low approx imately  200 feet to 250 feet down the d i tch- line to

St ream 4, which lacks a culvert  a t Road 22-3-36.

Three major s t re a m s are  located within  or imme diately  ad jacent to the pro jec t area: mainstem

Martin  Creek, a  large tr ibutary or fork o f Martin  Creek, and a headwater t r ibutary o f Jasper

Creek. All  s t re a m s were  surveyed for the presence of f ish and suitable  habitat.  No f ish were

found in  any o f the s t re a m s in  or near the pro jec t area due to h igh-grad ient s t ream chann els

and numerous moderate /h igh fal ls  d o w ns t re a m .
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V. DIRECT AND INDIRECT EFFECTS
The Proposed Act ion and a l ternatives would  have env i ronmenta l e f fec ts .  However,  none of the

a l ternatives would  have effects  beyond those descr ibed in  the R M P EIS  and the NSO  FSEIS . 

Impac ts foreseen based upon site  specif ic  analys is  o f the a l ternatives, are  descr ibed be low .

A. UNAFFECTED RESOURCES
The fo l lowing resources are  e i ther not present or would  not be a f fec ted by any o f the

Al ternat ives:  Areas o f Cr i t ica l Env i ronmenta l Concern, p r im e or un ique farm lands, f lood

pla ins , Nat ive Amer ican re l ig ious concerns, sol id  or hazardous wastes, Wild  and Scen ic

Rivers , Wi lderness, minority  popula t ions and low i n co m e popula t ions.

Table  2 .  Jasper Creek Compar ison of Effects

Proposed Action 

DM & RR Thin

Alternative A

DM Only

Alternative B

No Action

Alternative C

No New Roads

Issue 1–ACS

Objectives

Would contribute

to attainment of 

Objectives 1, 3,

and 8.  Would not

prevent or retard

Objectives 2, 4, 5,

6, 7, 9.

Would not retard

attainment of

Objectives 2, 4, 5,

6, 7 and 9.  Would

not contribute to

attainment of

Objectives 1, 3,

and 8.

Same as

Alternative A

Same as

Alternative A.

Issue 2–Northern

Spotted Owl

Habitat

May affect, likely to

adversely affect

spotted owls in

short term due to

degradation of

foraging and

dispersal habitat. 

Would improve

conditions over the

long term by

accelerating

development of

late-successional

forest

characteristics.

Same as Proposed

Action, except in

Riparian Reserves. 

In Riparian

Reserves, existing

dispersal and

foraging habitat

would not be

affected; but there

would be no

acceleration of

improvement of

habitat conditions

No short term

degradation of

foraging or

dispersal habitat. 

No accelerated 

improvement of

habitat.

Same as Proposed

Action, except in

untreated areas. 

In untreated areas,

existing dispersal

and foraging

habitat would not

be affected; but

there would be no

acceleration of

improvement of

habitat conditions

B. PROPOSED ACTION - DENSITY MANAGEMENT

ISSUE 1: How  wou ld t imber harvest and road const ruct ion af fect the a t ta inment o f

Aqu atic  Conservation St ra tegy Object ives at the watershed scale?

The Proposed Act ion inc ludes management  in  the Ripar ian Reserves that promotes

at ta inment o f ACS ob ject ives.  Site-sp ecif ic  condi t ions in  the pro jec t area are  cons is tent

with  the genera l d iscuss ion in  the Cot tage Grove Lake/B ig River Watershed Analys is ,

which ident i fied management  oppor tun i ties for projects  in  Ripar ian Reserves. That

analys is  specif ic al ly  addressed density  management  treatme nts  in  s tands where  th inn ing

would  promo te fas ter deve lopment o f t rees with  fu l le r c rowns (Cot tage Grove Lake/B ig

River Watershed analys is , Chapter 4 , pages 4-5). The fo l lowing is  a  site-spe cif ic  analys is
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o f the e f fec t o f the Proposed Act ion on a t ta inment o f ACS ob ject ives.

1 . The Proposed Act ion would  promo te restorat ion o f the d is t r ibut ion, d ivers i ty , and

comp lexity  o f watershed and landsc ape-sc ale  features to ensure  protect ion o f the aquatic

s y s te m s to which spec ies, popula t ions, and communi t ies are  unique ly  adapted.  R ipar ian

Reserves with  a  h igh density  o f con i fers , such as those found at Jasper Creek, would

approach and remain  a t a  leve l o f t ree- to-t ree compet i t ion for growing space, such that t ree

growth  and s t ruc tura l deve lopment would  be suppressed and de layed, both  a t the ind iv idua l

t ree and s tand level.   Dens ity  management  within  the Ripar ian Reserves proposed for

t reatment would  promo te deve lopment o f s t ruc tura l character is tics a t the s tand level,  such

as a wide spect rum of t ree diameters  ( inc lud ing large d iameter t rees, snags and down

wood),  la rge t ree crowns with  large branches, canopy depth  with  mult iple  canopy layers ,

and vegetat ive comp lexity  a t the forest f loor, and would , over t ime, contribu te to the

restorat ion o f diversity  and comp lexity  o f the Ripar ian Reserve within  the pro jec t area and

thus the watershed as a whole . No imme diate  effects  would  be expected to the s t re a m s and

their  aquatic  communi t ies . 

2 . The Proposed Act ion would  mainta in the ex is t ing spat ia l and tempora l conne ctivity  within

and between watersheds.  Dra inage network  connect ions would  be protected by the

unt reated por t ion o f the Ripar ian Reserves and by the res idua l t rees in  the t reated por t ion

of the Ripar ian Reserves around al l  s t re a m s and other hydro logy features.  With  no new

st ream cross ings o f any hydro logy feature, the ex is t ing phys ica l and chemica l routes would

be mainta ined.

3. The Proposed Act ion would  contribu te to res torat ion o f the phys ica l integrity  o f the aquatic

system.  Hasten ing the deve lopment o f la rger t rees would  contribu te toward  restorat ion o f

the phys ica l integrity  o f the aquatic  system by prov id ing potent ia l la rge woody debris

sooner than if unt reated.  The unt reated por t ion o f the Ripar ian Reserves on al l  hydro logy

features would  ful ly  pro tect s t reambank integrity  and t ree/shrub root strength  within  the

r ipar ian areas. Improv emen ts in  s t ream channel and bank stabil i ty  would  be expected f rom

replac ing unders ized culverts  and ins ta l ling culverts  where  they are  curren tly  lack ing. 

4 . The Proposed Act ion would  mainta in water quali ty  necessary  to support  hea l thy r ipar ian,

aquat ic , and wet land e c o sy s te m s.  The act ion is  unlikely  to have an impact on s t ream

temperatures because of the unt reated reserves around al l  hydro logy features.  In  add i t ion,

the re tent ion o f 100 t rees per acre  in  the majority  o f the proposed harvest area would

mainta in adequ ate  shading to prevent temperature  impacts . 

5 . The Proposed Act ion would  not prevent or retard restorat ion o f the sed iment r e gi m e under

which this  aquatic  ecosystem evo lved.  R isk o f sed imentat ion under this  a l ternative would

be expected to be low because of the unt reated area around al l  s t reams.  D i rec t iona l fa l l ing

and yard ing away  f rom all  s t re a m s and wet lands would  be requ i red.  No new s t ream

cross ings are  proposed.  Any  eros ion that occurred f rom new roads or yard ing corr idors

within  the Ripar ian Reserves would  be unlikely  to reach s t ream channels , because des ign

features inc lude:  no yard ing across hydro logy features, outs lop ing, temporary  use, water-

bar r ing and b lock ing new roads between logg ing seasons, locat ing new roads away  f rom

stream chann els  and wet lands on gentle  to mode rate  s lopes, and subsoi l ing and b lock ing

new roads upon pro jec t complet ion.  The use of ex is t ing roads as a result  o f this  ac t ion

would  be expected to cause a low amount o f eros ion and sed imentat ion.  Most  o f the log

haul route  would  be over paved roads which have a very  low eros ion potential.   Log haul

would  only  occur dur ing the dry  season over a  per iod o f three seasons.

6. The Proposed Act ion would  mainta in ex is t ing in-s t ream f l ows .  The t iming, magni tude,

durat ion, and spat ia l d is t r ibut ion o f peak, h igh, and low f l ows would  be protected.  The
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Proposed Act ion may  contribu te to an increase in  summer  low f l ows and overall  water yield

because of reduct ion in  evapot ransp i ra t ion and in terception due to the removal o f s o m e of

the t rees.  Impac ts to the t iming and magni tude of f l ows would  be expected to be l ow . 

Changes in  water yield  due to forest management  act iv i ties such as the Proposed Act ion

are usually  too small  to  be measured.  Meas urable  increases have occurred in  s o m e

st ream stud ies where  more  than 20%  of the forest cover has been removed.  Changes in

water yield  are  genera lly  detecta ble  only  in  the imme diate  proxim ity  o f the harvested land.

The removal o f forest cover usually  results  in  an increase in  summer  low f l ows by reduc ing

evapot ransp i ra t ion and in terception. Changes to water yield  and summer  low f low are

usually  temporary  impac ts that gradua lly  d imin ish over t im e as forest regrow th occurs . 

Most  o f the factors assoc ia ted with  changes to peak f l ows would  be minim ally  a f fec ted as a

result  o f this  ac t ion.  New  roads would  be temporary  use.  Subsoi l ing road sur faces upon

pro ject complet ion would  help  restore  in f i lt ra t ion ra tes and mit igate  road and skid  trai l

compact ion.  Outs lop ing temporary  roads would  prevent the extens ion o f the s t ream

channel network .  Litt le  in ter ruption o f sub-sur face f low would  be expected, because deep

road cuts  would  not be needed, as new const ruct ion would  be located on gentle  to

mode rate  s lopes.  The pro jec t area is  a t e levat ions that are  within  the t rans ient snow zone. 

The re tent ion o f 100 t rees per acre  on the majority  o f the proposed harvest area would

mainta in a h igh percentage of forest canopy.  The large openings usually  assoc ia ted with

rain  on snow events  would  not be created as a result  o f this  ac t ion.

7 . The Proposed Act ion would  mainta in the t iming, var iab i li ty , and durat ion o f f loodpla in

inundat ion and water table  e levat ion in  meadows and wet lands.  Much  of the vegetat ive

cover o f the pro jec t area would  be re ta ined.  R ipar ian zone vegetat ion would  remain

undis turbed. 

8 . The Proposed Act ion would  mainta in  spec ies composi t ion and restore  s t ruc tura l diversity  in

r ipar ian areas. Th inn ing the Ripar ian Reserves would  increase growing space for res idua l

t rees and promo te d iameter growth  and c rown complex i ty , thus, over t ime, supply ing larger

d iameter coarse woody  debris  suf f ic ient to sustain  and restore  phys ica l comp lexity  and

stab i l ity .  No effects  would  be expected to spec ies composi t ion in  r ipar ian areas.

9 . The Proposed Act ion would  mainta in hab i ta t to  support  wel l -d is tr ibuted popula t ions o f

nat ive plant,  inver tebrate , and vertebra te r ipar ian-dependent spec ies.  The unt reated

por t ion o f the Ripar ian Reserves would  prov ide adequ ate  habi ta t for these spec ies. No

effects  would  be expected to the present popula t ions o f inverteb rate  and vertebra te

r ipar ian-dependant spec ies.

Based  on the above analys is  o f the effects  on a t ta inment o f the ACS ob ject ives, the Proposed

Act ion is  cons is tent with  the ACS and the ob ject ives for the Ripar ian Reserves, would  not

prevent or retard a t ta inment o f any o f the ACS ob ject ives, and would  contribu te towards

at ta inment o f ACS Object ives 1 , 3 , and 8 over t ime.

ISSUE 2: How  wou ld t imber harvest and road const ruct ion af fect northern

spotted o w l habitat?

The Proposed Act ion may  af fec t and is  l ikely  to advers ely  a f fec t the northern  spot ted owl.

The amount o f suitable  hab i ta t within  the Jasper Creek site  h o m e range is  presen tly

be low the inc identa l take threshold .  The Proposed Act ion would  degrade forag ing habi ta t

for the Jasper Creek ow l site  by opening the forest canopy, possib ly  fa l l ing snags that

pose a safety  hazard, and possib ly  d is turb ing ex is t ing down wood, al l  wh ich could  reduce

the popula t ion o f ow l prey spec ies.  D ispersa l hab i ta t would  be re ta ined, but would  be

degraded because the canopy would  be opened.  

As the s tand g rows and the forest canopy c loses, nest ing and forag ing habi ta t would  improve. 



Jasper Creek Timber Sale -11-

Thinn ing the s tand would  increase growing space for res idua l t rees, accele rate  d iameter

growth  and c rown complex i ty , and in  genera l increase the comp lexity  o f forest structure

throughout the s tand.  This  would  improve habi ta t for ow l prey spec ies, and it would  improve

ow l nest ing habitat.   Thus, acce lera t ing the deve lopment o f la te-success iona l s tand

character is tics as a result  o f the density  management  th inn ing would  ult imate ly  benefit  this

spec ies.

C. ALTERNATIVE A - DENSITY MANAGEMENT

ISSUE 1:   How  wou ld t imber harvest and road const ruct ion af fect the At ta inment o f

Aqu atic  Conservation St ra tegy Object ives at the watershed scale?

Al ternat ive A  would  have effects  on a t ta inment o f ACS ob ject ives 2 , 4 , 5 , 6 , 7  and 9

s imi lar to the Proposed Act ion.  The fo l lowing is  a  site-spe cif ic  analys is  o f the e f fec t o f

A l ternat ive A  on a t ta inment o f o ther ACS ob ject ives.

1 . A l ternat ive A  would  mainta in the d is t r ibut ion, d ivers i ty , and comp lexity  o f watershed and

landsc ape-sc ale  features to ensure  protect ion o f the aquatic  s y s te m s to which spec ies,

popula t ions, and communi t ies are  unique ly  adapted, by protect ing the s t re a m s and

wet lands. No imme diate  effects  are  expected to the s t re a m s and their  aquatic  communi t ies . 

3 . A l ternat ive A  would  not advers ely  a f fec t the phys ica l integrity  o f the aquatic  system.  The

Ripar ian Reserves on al l  hydro logy features would  ful ly  pro tect s t reambank integrity  and

t ree/shrub root strength  within  the r ipar ian areas. 

8 . A l ternat ive A  would  mainta in spec ies composi t ion and not prevent or retard restorat ion o f

the s t ruc tura l diversity  in  r ipar ian areas, thereby susta in ing the present phys ica l comp lexity

and stabil i ty  o f the r ipar ian areas.  No effects  would  be expected on spec ies composi t ion in

r ipar ian areas.

Based  on the above analys is  o f the e f fec t on a t ta inment o f the ACS ob ject ives, A l ternat ive A  is

cons is tent with  the ACS and the ob ject ives for the Ripar ian Reserves, and would  not prevent or

retard a t ta inment o f any o f the ACS ob ject ives.  However,  A l ternat ive A   would  not accele rate

at ta inment o f ACS ob ject ives 1 , 3 , and 8.

ISSUE 2: How  wou ld t imber harvest and road const ruct ion af fect northern  spotted o w l

habitat?

Al ternat ive A  would  have effects  s imi lar to the Proposed Act ion.  The act ion may  af fec t

and is  l ikely  to advers ely  a f fec t the northern  spot ted owl.   However,  less o f the s tand

would  be d is turbed (20 fewer acres o f harvest and 800 fewer feet o f road const ruct ion

than the Proposed Act ion),  leav ing more  forag ing and d ispersa l hab i ta t unmodi f ied. The

development o f la te-success iona l s tand character is tics as a result  o f the density

management  th inn ing would  be acce lera ted as descr ibed under the Proposed Act ion, but

would  occur on 20 fewer acres.

D. ALTERNATIVE B - NO ACTION

ISSUE 1: How  wou ld t imber harvest and road const ruct ion af fect the At ta inment o f

Aqu atic  Conservation St ra tegy Object ives at the watershed scale?

Al ternat ive B  would  have effects  s imi lar to A l ternat ive A .  This  a l ternative would  mainta in the

current condi t ions o f the Ripar ian Reserves and would  not prevent or retard a t ta inment o f any

of the ACS ob ject ives.  However,  acce lera t ion o f a t ta inment o f ACS ob ject ives 1 , 3 , and 8

would  not occur.
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ISSUE 2: How  wou ld t imber harvest and road const ruct ion af fect northern

spotted o w l habitat?

Al ternat ive B  would  have no imme diate  e f fec t to northern  spot ted owls . Spot ted ow l forag ing

habi ta t would  remain  intact,  benef i t ting the Jasper Creek ow l site  in  the short  t e rm .  D ispersa l

hab i ta t would  not be degraded.  However,  acce lera t ing deve lopment o f la te-success iona l s tand

character is tics over the long term would  not occur.   

E. ALTERNATIVE C - NO NEW ROAD CONSTRUCTION

ISSUE 1: How  wou ld t imber harvest and road const ruct ion af fect the At ta inment o f

Aqu atic  Conservation St ra tegy Object ives at the watershed scale?

Al ternat ive C  would  have effects  s imi lar to A l ternat ives A  and B . This  a l ternative would

mainta in the cur rent condi t ions o f the Ripar ian Reserves and would  not prevent or retard

at ta inment o f any o f the ACS ob ject ives.  However,  acce lera t ion o f a t ta inment o f ACS

object ives 1 , 3 , and 8 would  not occur.

ISSUE 2: How  wou ld t imber harvest and road const ruct ion af fect northern  spotted o w l

habitat?

Al ternat ive C  would  have effects  s imi lar to the Proposed Act ion but on fewer acres.  The act ion

may  af fec t and is  l ikely  to advers ely  a f fec t the northern  spot ted owl.   However,  less o f the s tand

would  be d is turbed (45 fewer acres o f harvest than the Proposed Act ion and no road

construct ion),  leav ing more  forag ing and d ispersa l hab i ta t unmodi f ied. The deve lopment o f

la te-success iona l s tand character is tics as a result  o f the density  management  th inn ing would

be acce lera ted as descr ibed under the Proposed Act ion, but would  occur on 45 fewer acres.

VI. CUMULATIVE EFFECTS
This  analys is  incorporates by re ference the analys is  o f cumulat ive effects  in  the USDA Forest

Serv ice and USDI Bureau of Land Management  F ina l Supplementa l Env i ronmenta l Impact

Statement on Management  o f Habi ta t for Late-Success iona l and Old-G rowth  Forest Rela ted

Spec ies Within  the Range of the Northern  Spot ted Owl,  February  1994, (Chapter 3  &4)  and in  the

Eugene Dis t r ic t Proposed RMP /EIS  Novemb er, 1994 (Chapter 4).  These docum ents  ana lyze most

cumulat ive effects  o f t imber harvest and other re la ted management  act iv i ties .  None of the

a l ternatives in  this  proposed act ion would  have cumulat ive effects  on resources beyond those

effects  ana lyzed in  the above documents .  The fo l lowing sect ion supple ments  those analyzes,

prov id ing site  specif ic  in format ion and analys is  par t icu lar to the a l ternatives cons idered here.

The Upper Coast Fork  Wil lam ette  Watershed (former ly  Cot tage Grove Lake/B ig River

Watershed(C GL/BR))  is  the southernmost f i f th f ield  watershed within  the Wil lam ette  River Basin

and the Wil lam ette  physio graphic  prov ince, is  located in  Lane and Douglas Count ies , and inc ludes

the communi t ies o f Cot tage Grove and London Spr ings.  The watershed inc ludes the headwaters  o f

the Big  River and Litt le  R iver dra inages which f low together to form the Coast Fork  Wil lam ette

River south  o f Cot tage Grove.  Cot tage Grove Dam  on the Coast Fork , operated by the U .S . A r m y

Corps o f Engineers  (COE),  is  near the center o f this  watershed.  The Umpqua  River Basin  l ies

imme diately  to the south  and west,  and the S ius law River Basin  l ies to the northw est.   This

watershed covers  97,420 acres; o f th is , sl ightly  less than 24,400 are  public  land managed by BLM

(CGL/BR Watershed Analys is , p . 1-1).

Most  o f the Upper Coast Fork  Wil lam ette  Watershed is  in  forest industry  ownersh ip , with  an equal

amount be ing BLM-admin is tered land and other private  ownersh ip .  Land use in  the watershed is

primar i ly  forest management  in  the h igher e levat ion lands, rura l res ident ia l and agr icul ture a long

the Interstate  5 cor r idor and a long the Coast Fork  Wil lam ette  River,  and urban use concent ra ted in
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and around the Cot tage Grove city  l imi ts .

It is  l ikely  that s tands on BLM-admin is tered lands in  the Upper Coast Fork  Wil lam ette  Watershed

wil l  be t reated with  regenerat ion harves ts  and th inn ing harves ts  g iven the land use a l locat ions and

the s tand condi t ions. The BLM  has sold  one t imber sale  in  the watershed that is  in  c lose proxim ity

to the proposed pro jec t area, “B lack Butte  Dens ity  Mana geme nt,”  in  FY  96.  For F isca l Years  2003-

2004, approx imately  550 acres within  the watershed wil l  be analyzed for t imber harves t.  Because

the Jasper Creek pro jec t area is  located within  the Matrix  LUA, i t would  be cons idered for

addi t iona l future t imber harves t.

Private  forest lands within  the watershed wil l  most  l ikely  cont inue to be sub ject to in tens ive forest

mana geme nt,  inc lud ing c lear cut t ing and burn ing.  A lso, i t is  possib le that s o m e forest s tands on

private  land wil l  be conver ted to nonforest land.

A. PROPOSED ACTION - Density Management
In  the short  term (approx imately  10-40 years),  the Proposed Act ion, together with  cur rent

harvest ing and other d is turbances, would  contribu te to the degradat ion or e l iminat ion o f hab i ta t

for spec ies prefer r ing heavy canopy cover s tands ( i .e . spot ted owls).   Mobile  spec ies which

prefer heavy canopy cover would  be d isp laced and concent ra ted into  smal ler ,  f ragmented

suitable  hab i ta t that may  a l ready be occupied.  Compet i t ion for l imi ted resources, such as food

and nest ing s i tes , would  increase and could  cause popula t ion dec l ines.  Spec ies that pre fer

more  open canopy, mid-sera l s tands, would  benefit .   In  the long term (greater than 40 years),

the Proposed Act ion and other th inn ing in  the watershed would  promo te an increase in  mature

and la te-success iona l hab i ta ts .

The cumulat ive e f fec t o f t ree harvest is  the set -back o f the natura l success iona l pat terns o f

vegetat ion in  the lower canopy and herbaceous layer.   There  is  a lso a tendency for non-nat ive

and more  aggress ive nat ive p lant spec ies to monopol ize habitats  once occupied by more

complex communi t ies o f co-adapted nat ives.  The exc lus ion o f la te-success iona l nat ive

spec ies may  be long term or perma nent;  hab i ta t for and presence of s o m e sens i t ive spec ies

cont inue to be reduced cumu latively  across the landscape in  this  way. 

Ground d is turbance such as compact ion and topsoil  d isp lacement would  set back nat ive

herbaceous communi t ies and could  promo te the spread of weedy  non-nat ive p lants .  Road

const ruct ion would  create  soil  d is turbance, inv i t ing qu ick-co lon iz ing non-nat ive spec ies. 

Roads  are  known vectors  for nox ious weeds  such as Scotch broom and St.  John’s  Wort,  both

found in  the area.  Under the Proposed Act ion, nox ious weeds  could  enter the s tand via  new

road use or const ruct ion and remain  viable  unti l  the res idua l canopy could  c lose over t ime.  In

addi t ion, scotch broom seed remains viable  in  the soil  fo r 80 years  or more.  An eventua l

regenerat ion harves t, l ikely  to occur in  severa l decades, would  open the canopy and create

ground d is turbance that would  a l low germinat ion o f scotch broom seed and it could  spread

throughout the unit.
 

The Proposed Act ion, together with  o ther harvest ing and road-const ruction, could  cause a

minor increase in  water f l ows and overall  water y ie ld .  Because of the density  o f t rees re ta ined

on the landscape and the protect ion o f r ipar ian reserves, a  cumulat ive e f fec t o f increased water

f low and yield  is  un l ike ly .  In  add i t ion, the Proposed Actio n's  d i rec t or ind i rec t effects  on water

resources would  be not only  minor,  but a lso shor t - l ived, l imi t ing the potent ia l for cumulat ive

effects  with  o ther ac t ions.

Sedimentat ion effects  as a result  o f road const ruct ion assoc ia ted with  the Proposed Act ion

would  be ant ic ipated to be very  minor to non-ex is tent and would  l ikely  be o f short  durat ion.  In

addi t ion, cumulat ive effects  on downst ream f l ows would  be very  minor to nonex istent.   

Const ruct ion o f temporary  roads would  not result  in  cumulat ive effects  on road dens i t ies a f ter

three years , because the roads would  be subsoi led and b locked af ter harvest operat ions.
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The proposed th inn ing within  the Ripar ian Reserves would  accele rate  the growth  o f t rees for

future wildl i fe  hab i ta t and future large in-s t ream structure for aquatic  habitat,  while  adequ ately

mainta in ing spec ies and s t ruc tura l d ivers i ty ; r ipar ian and aquatic  funct ion; and water qua l i ty . 

This  acce lera t ion would  contribu te to the process o f r ipar ian recovery  within  this  watershed.  

The majority  o f private  t imber harvest in  this  area have been c learcuts ; consequent ly , d ispersa l

hab i ta t for spot ted owls  in  the area is  l ow .  In  the short  term (approx imately  10-40 years),  the

Proposed Act ion, a long with  o ther harves ts  curren tly  be ing cons idered by BLM  in the

watershed, would  contribu te to the degradat ion o f 385 acres and loss o f 75 acres o f spot ted ow l

d ispersa l hab i ta t within  the South  Wil lam ette/North  Umpqua  Area of Concern.   Over  the

decade, within  the South  Wi l lamet te / North  Umpqua  Area of Concern, harves ts  are  be ing o f fset

by the growth  o f young forest s tands into  d ispersa l habitat.   Between 1996-2004, the Area of

Concern  would  see a 9%  increase in  d ispersa l hab i ta t i f no harves ts  take p lace.  I f p lanned

harves ts  do occur,  d ispersa l hab i ta t would  increase 8 percent in  the Area of Concern.  The

Area of Concern  prov ides a “br idge” for spot ted ow l d ispersa l between the Cascades  and Coast

Range prov inces.   The majority  o f the suitable  hab i ta t ( 6 6% ) in  the matrix  is  pro tected and not

availab le for t imber harves t; half  o f the d ispersa l hab i ta t in  the matrix  is  pro tected.  A l though

50%  of the d ispersa l hab i ta t is  pro tected and appears  adequ ate  for main ta in ing connect iv i ty , i t

is  not evenly  d is t r ibuted, leav ing s o m e townships with  a  paucity  o f d ispersa l hab i ta t and others

well  suppl ied.  D ispersa l hab i ta t for spot ted owls  on federa l land in  the quar ter towns hip  is

presen tly  a t 6 7 % . The Proposed Act ion, as well  as Laure l Curves (a 70-acre  density

management  th inn ing scheduled to be sold  in  2002 and located approx imately  1  mile  to the

north), would  degrade up to 7%  (140 acres) o f the d ispersa l hab i ta t on BLM  within  the quar ter

township .  In  the long-term  (40 p lus years) the pro jec t could  accele rate  the deve lopment o f

mature  and la te-success iona l forest character is tics , thereby improv ing spot ted ow l habitat.

B. Alternative A - Density Management
Al ternat ive A  would  have cumulat ive effects  on vegetat ion, w i ld l i fe , nox ious weeds, soi l  and

water resources s imi lar to the Proposed Act ion, but o f sl ightly  lower magni tude, due to fewer

acres t reated.   A l ternat ive A  would  result  in  s lower a t ta inment o f la te-success iona l forest

s t ruc tura l character is tics within  Ripar ian Reserves.

C. Alternative B - No Action
Al ternat ive B  would  have no cumulat ive effects  on soils  or water.   This  a l ternative would  have

no imme diate  cumulat ive a f fec t on wildl i fe  spec ies.  A l ternat ive B  would  result  in  s lower

at ta inment o f la te-success iona l forest s t ruc tura l character is tics .  This  a l ternative would  have

no ef fec t on the spread of nox ious weeds.

D. Alternative C - No New Roads
Al ternat ive C  would  have cumulat ive effects  s imi lar to the Proposed Act ion, but o f a  lower

magni tude, due to fewer acres t reated.  This  a l ternative would  result  in  s lower a t ta inment o f

la te-success iona l forest s t ruc tura l character is tics within  Ripar ian Reserves and unt reated

Matrix  acres.  Under this  a l ternative, the vector e f fec t roads have for weeds  would  be l imi ted to

the areas o f ex is t ing road use and land ing set -up, ra ther than areas o f new const ruct ion or

reconst ruction.
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VII. CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION
A. LIST OF PREPARERS

The Proposed Act ion and a l ternatives were  deve loped and analyzed by the fo l lowing

interdiscipl inary team of BLM  spec ia l is ts :

Jeff Apel Engineering

Alison Center Wildlife and Threatened and Endangered species

Rick Colvin Landscape Planner

Al Corbin Timber Management

Dave Reed Fire

Richard Hardt Ecology

Pete O’Toole Silviculture

Kim Reviea Timber

Mike Southard Cultural Resources

Steve Steiner Hydrology 

Chuck Vostal Fisheries

Molly Widmer Botany

Barry Williams Soils

B. CONSULTATION
Pursuant to the Endangered Spec ies Act,  formal consu l ta t ion has been in i t ia ted with  the F ish

and Wildl i fe  Serv ice on this  proposed act ion, a long with  o ther ac t ions proposed in  the Eugene

Dis t r ic t for F isca l Year  2003. Any  measures recommended  by the U S FW S to min imize impac ts

to Threatened or Endangered spec ies would  be incorporated into  the Proposed Act ion.

The State  Historic  Preservat ion Of f ice ( S H P O ) has been not i f ied o f this  proposal and has

determined, in  accordance with  36 CFR 800.5(b),  that the proposed under tak ing would  have no

ef fec t on cu l tura l resources.

The Confederated Tr ibes o f the Siletz  and the Confederated Tr ibes o f the Grand Ronde were

not i f ied o f this  pro jec t dur ing the scoping process, request ing in format ion regard ing t r iba l

issues or concerns re la t ive to the project.   No response was  rece ived.

C. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A public  not ice adver t is ing the availab il i ty  o f this  EA  and prel iminary  FONSI wil l  be publ ished in

the Eugene Register-Guard  on October 2 , 2002. Addi t iona l ly , the env i ronmenta l assessment

wil l  be sent to e ight groups or bus inesses, six  state  or loca l government agenc ies, and 11

ind iv idua ls .  A  30-day public  comment  per iod for the EA  c loses on November  1 , 2002.

VIII. REFERENCES
USDA Forest Serv ice and USDI Bureau of Land Mana geme nt.   February  1994.  F ina l

Supplementa l Env i ronmenta l Impact Sta tement on Management  o f Habi ta t for Late-

Success iona l and Old-G rowth  Forest Rela ted Spec ies Within  the Range of the Northern

Spot ted Owl.   Por t land, Oregon.

USDA Forest Serv ice and USDI Bureau of Land Mana geme nt.   Apri l  1994.  Record  o f Dec is ion

for Ame ndme nts  to Forest Serv ice and  Bureau of Land Management  P lann ing Docu ments

within  the Range of the Northern  Spot ted Owl.

USDI Bureau of Land Mana geme nt.   November  1994.  Eugene Dis t r ic t Resource Management

Plan/Env i ronmenta l Impact Statem ent.   Eugene, Oregon: Eugene Dis t r ic t Of f ice .

USDI Bureau of Land Mana geme nt.   June 1994.  Eugene Dis t r ic t Record  o f Dec is ion and

Resource Management  P lan.  Eugene, Oregon: Eugene Dis t r ic t Of f ice .
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USDI Bureau of Land Mana geme nt.   May  1997.  Cot tage Grove Lake/B ig River Watershed

Analys is .  Eugene, Oregon:  Eugene Dis t r ic t Of f ice .

USD I, Bureau of Land Mana geme nt.   October 1998.  Eugene Dis t r ic t Interim  Management

Guide l ine For Three Survey and Manage  Mol lusks.  Eugene Dis t r ic t

USDA Forest Serv ice and USDI Bureau of Land Mana geme nt.  January  2001. Record  o f

Dec is ion for Ame ndme nts  to the Survey and Manage, Protect ion Buffer,  and other Mi t igat ion

Measures Standards and Guide l ines, Por t land, Oregon.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O F I N T ER I O R

BUREAU O F LAND MANAGEMENT

EUGENE D ISTRICT OFF ICE

Find ing o f No Sign i f icant Impact

for

Jasper Creek T imber Sale

Determinat ion:

O n the basis  o f the in format ion conta ined in  the Env i ronmenta l Asse ssme nt,  and al l  o ther in format ion

availab le to me,  i t is  m y determinat ion that implementat ion o f the proposed act ion or a l ternatives wil l  not

have s ign i f icant env i ronmenta l impac ts not a l ready addressed in  the Fina l Eugene Dis t r ic t T imber

Management  EIS  (May 1983),  and the Record  o f Dec is ion (ROD) for Ame ndme nts  to Forest Serv ice and

Bureau of Land Management  P lann ing Docu ments  Within  the Range of the Northern  Spot ted Ow l  (Apri l

1994) and the Eugene Dis t r ic t Record  o f Dec is ion and Resource Management  P lan (June 1995),  with

which this  EA  is  in  conformance, and does not,  in  and of i tself,  constitu te a major federa l ac t ion hav ing a

s ign i f icant e f fec t on the human  environ ment.   Therefore, an env i ronmenta l impact s ta tement or a

supplement to the ex is t ing env i ronmenta l impact s ta tement is  not necessary  and wil l  not be prepared.

Date: 

Field  Manager,  Upper Wil lam ette  Resource Area



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT N O . OR090-02-22

Jasper Creek 

T imber Sale  Tract No. E-00-302

September 2002

Uni ted States

Depar tment o f the In ter ior

Bureau of Land Management

Eugene Dis t r ic t Of f ice

Upper Wil lam ette  Resource Area
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