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May 20, 2003

Concerned Citizen:

The Upper Willamette Resource Area of the Eugene District Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has
completed the Environmental Assessment (EA) for a request from Weyerhaeuser Company (Weyco) to
acquire new legal access over an existing BLM controlled road and to construct three spur roads on BLM
land which are not covered under an existing right-of-way agreement. In addition, BLM is proposing to
remove 320 acres of Weyco land from one existing agreement and add it to another agreement.

You have expressed an interest in receiving copies of Environmental Assessments for district projects.
Enclosed is a copy of the Environmental Assessment for your review and any comments. Public notice of
this action is being published in the Eugene Register Guard on May 21, 2003. The public comment period
will end on June 5, 2003. If you have any questions concerning this proposal, please feel free to call Don
Meckley at 683-6972.

Comments, including names and street addresses of respondents, will be available for public review at the
district office, 2890 Chad Drive, Eugene, Oregon during regular business hours (7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.),
Monday through Friday, except holidays, and may be published as part of the EA or other related documents.
Individual respondents may request confidentiality. If you wish to withhold your name and address from
public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act, you must state this prominently at the
beginning of your written comment. Such requests will be honored to the extent allowed by law. All
submissions from organizations or businesses and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives
or officials of organizations or businesses, will be made available for public inspection in their entirety.

Sincerely,

Emily Rice, Field Manager
Upper Willamette Resource Area

Enclosure
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT NO. OR090-03-10
Amendmentto O&C Logging Road Right-of-Way Permit E-476
and Right-of-Way & Road Use AgreementE-476

1.0 PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION

1.1

1.2

INTRODUCTION

Reciprocal agreements were originallydeveloped to resolve problems created by the checkerboard
ownership pattern of Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and private lands in Western Oregon.
Priorto 1950, many private landowners would notgrantaccess rights to the United States across
theirlands and mostBLMlands had no legal access. The reciprocal agreements have provided the
mechanism for both parties to simultaneously secure the long-term access rights theyneed to
reach and manage theirintermingled lands. Asecond major goal of the regulations creating
reciprocal agreements was to avoid duplicate road systems byproviding the mechanism for two
parties to share roads in common. Much of the existing forestroad system in the Eugene District
has been constructed under the provisions ofreciprocal agreements.

The Proposed Action involves the amendment ofan existing reciprocal right-of-wayagreement.
The Bureau of Land Management has entered into a number of such agreements in the pastunder
regulations in 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 2812, which were firstissued in 1950. A
reciprocal agreementis composed oftwo separate documents: (1) a Right-of-Wayand Road Use
Agreement, which is a form of non-exclusive easementgranting rights to the United States to use
roads controlled by the private landowners (Permittee) and to construct new roads overland owned
bythe Permittee for the purpose ofreaching public (BLM) land; and (2) an Oregon & California
(O&C)Logging Road Right-of-Way Permit that grants rights to the Permittee to use roads
controlled bythe United States and to construct new roads over publicland administered by BLM
for the purpose of accessing Permittee lands. The roads and lands over which rights have been
granted are specificallylisted in schedules which are attached to the Agreementand Permit
documents. In addition, mostreciprocal agreements include an ExhibitC map showing the lands
and roads of each party to the agreement. In mostBLMEugene Districtreciprocal agreements,
rights have been granted in perpetuity.

PURPOSE OF AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION

The Eugene District Resource Management Plan (RMP) directs the Eugene BLMto consider new
locations forright-of-way projects on a case-by-case basis. Applications maybe approved where
the applicantcan demonstrate thatuse of an existing route or corridorwould notbe feasible, the
proposed project would otherwise be consistent with the RMP,and would minimize damage to the
environment.

Weyerhaeuser Company (Weyco), the Permittee, has requested AmendmentNo. 4 to O&C Logging
Road Right-of-Way Permit E-476 and Right-of-Way & Road Use Agreement E-476 in order to



1.3

1.4

acquirelegalaccess toapproximately124 acres ofits land overan existingBLMroad and three
shortsegments ofnewroadtobeconstructed across publicland. Inaddition,the BLMwould like
totransferexistingrights to 320 acres of Weyco land from Right-of-Wayand Road Use Agreement
E-340to Right-of-Wayand Road Use AgreementE-476.

Thelegallocationofthe proposedamendmentwould be forthe RowRiver7105area: T.20S.,R.2
W.,Sections 35and 36, forthe McCauleyCreekarea: T.20S.,R.1W.,Section31,and forthe
CulpCreekarea: T.21S.,R.1W.,Section 26.

Weyco has legalaccess toits lands withoutacquiring additional access from the BLM. Use of
Weyco’s currentaccess wouldrequire newroad construction overundesirable topographyor
require downhilllogging to harvestits land. Acquiringnew access overan existingBLMroadis
neededto provide forbetterroadlocation,allow foruphilllogging,andreduce im pacts to soil and
water. Constructingroads across BLMlandis neededtolocate theroads onpredominately
ridgetop terrain,instead of midslope locations thatinvolve stream crossings, including the main
stem of McCauleyCreek.

DuetotherecentmergerofWillamette Industries,Inc.and Weyerhaeuser Company,the BLM
wouldliketoremove 320 acres ofland from one existingagreementand addittoanother
agreement. This actionneeds tooccurtoreflectthe currentland ownership andtorealignthe
agreementsinanadministrative fashion. Itwould give the BLMcontinueduse ofexistingroads on
Weyco lands and therightto constructroads,ifneeded,inthe future. This actionwould have no
environmental effect.

CONFORMANCE WITH LAND USE PLANS

This Environmental Analysis (EA)is tieredtoandinconformance with the Record ofDecision
(ROD) forAmendmentsto Forest Service and Bureau ofLand ManagementPlanningDocuments
withinthe Range ofthe Northern Spotted Owl, April 1994 and the Eugene District Record of
Decisionand Resource Management Plan (RMP),. The RMP allows forgranting access across
publiclandinordertoreach private lands.

ISSUES TO BE ANALYZED

® |mpacts onWater Quality: Would water qualitybe impactedbyroad construction,roaduse
ortimberharvesting activities?

® |ImpactsonThreatened & Endangered Species: Whatare theimpacts tothreatened and
endangeredspecies fromroadconstruction,roaduse ortimber harvesting activities?




2.0 PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

2.1

PROPOSED ACTION: Legal Access and Road Construction on BLM Lands

The proposed actionistoamend O&C Logging Road Right-of-WayPermit E-476 and Right-of-Way
and RoadUseAgreementE-476,as describedinthe attacheddraftamendmentdocument.

Theamendmentwouldaccomplishthe following discretionaryactions:

Acquirenewlegalaccess overexistingroads:

Action1. AddaBLMcontrolledsegmentofexisting Road No.20-2-36.1in Sections 35and 36,
T.20S.,R.2W.,W.M.to Schedule 1,U.S.Lands. The addition,along with Action 2
describedbelow,would allow the Permittee in the future touse thisroad,inaccordance
with the provisions of AgreementE-476 and Permit E-476,to have perpetualaccess to 43
acres, approximately,ofits landinthe NE%4 Section2,T.21S.,R.2W.,W.M.

Weyco currentlyhas legalaccess tothetractoverits ownlands tothe southandeast.
Weyco proposes touse the subjectroad,and constructanewspurroad,describedin
Action 2 below, toavoid newroad construction overundesirable topographyon its own
land. The addition ofthe BLMroad segmentwould notauthorize new road construction on
Bureaulands.

Constructnew spurroads:

Action2. Add afifty-footwide stripofBLMland,designated as Weyco Road 7125,333 feetin
length,inthe SW¥%SE%i0fSection35,T.20S.,R.2W.,W.M.to Schedule 1,U.S.
Lands. The additionwould allow the Permittee in the futureto constructanewroad,in
accordance with the provisions of AgreementE-476 and PermitE-476, tohave perpetual
access to43 acres, approximately, ofits landinthe NEY2 Section2,T.21S.,R.2W.,
W.M.

Action 3. Addtwo fifty-footwide strips ofBLMland,designated as Weyco Spurs Aand B, 109 feet
and 161 feetinlength,respectively,in GovernmentLot12and SW¥%SEY:of Section 31,
T.20S.,R.1W.,W.M.to Schedule1,U.S.Lands. The additionwould allow the
Permittee in the future to constructtwo newroads,inaccordance with the provisions of
AgreementE-476 and Permit E-476,to have perpetualaccess to 81 acres, approximately,
ofits landinthe NEY2and NE4NW"%: Section6,T.21S.,R.1TW.,W.M.

Weyco currentlyhas legalaccess tothe tractoverits ownlands tothe south and west.
Weyco proposes to constructthe twonew spurroads toavoid newroadconstructionover
undesirable topographyonits ownland,includingcrossing the main stem of McCauley
Creekandsmallertributaries,and to bypass downhilllogging.

Transferofpermitteeland between existingagreements:

Remove 320 acres of Weyco land,locatedin S¥2Section26,T.21S.,R.1W.,from Right-of-Way
and Road Use AgreementE-340 and add this land to Schedule 2,Permittee Lands, of Right-of-Way
and Road UseAgreementE-476. The additionwould allow the Bureautouse existingroads and/or
constructnewroads across these Permitteelands toaccess publiclands.

This actionwould notadd anyrights thathave notalreadybeengranted. This actionis
administrativeinnature,and would nothave anyenvironmentalimpacts. Anyfuture BLMroaduse
ornewconstructionwould be assessedbyseparate NEPAanalyses, priorto makingadecisionto
approve such futureroad use orconstruction.



2.1

Project Design Features:

Theroaddesign features wouldincludethe appropriate Best ManagementPractices discussed in
the Eugene District RMP (AppendixG, Pages 56-60). Theroad constructionon BLMIland would
consistofthreespurroads,totalingapproximately603 feetinlength, 17 feetinwidth,a 12-inch
depth ofcrushed rock surface course, with a 3-footwide ditchline,and a maximum gradientof8%.

Undertheamended permitagreement, Weycowouldberequiredtorequestterms and conditions of
usefrom BLMpriortousing the BLMroadsegmentforhaulingorotheractivities, includingroad
constructiononBLMIland,thatmaydisturb spottedowls. Aportion oftheroadsegmentproposed
foruseunderAction 1,and thelocations ofthe proposedroadconstruction under Actions 2and 3,
are within 0.25 mile ofsuitable spotted owl habitat. The terms and conditions wouldincludea
seasonalrestrictiononthese activities duringthe criticalnesting period from March 1 to July15.
Therestrictionmaybe waived,ifsurveys inagivenyearindicate spotted owls are notnestingor
thatnoyoung are present.

ALTERNATIVE No.1: No Action

Underthe No Action alternative,the amendmentwould notbe approved and WeyCo would have to
develop access across its ownland. This would entail majorroad construction overundesirable
topographyand fourstreamcrossings, includingstream crossings overthelowerand middle fork of
McCauleyCreek. Itis estimated thatconstruction wouldrequire aroadwaylength ofgreaterthan
onemile. Itis assumed thatthis developmentwould necessitate adownhillloggingsystem. Also,
based onthe elevation ofthe Weyco lands ofless than 2000 feet, itis assumed thatthe downhill
logging system would be employed duringthe winterseason.

Underthe No Action alternative, the transferof BLM's existingrights to Weyco land from Right-of-
Wayand Road Use AgreementE-340to Right-of~-Wayand Road Use AgreementE-476 would not
occur.



3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

3.1

3.2

Soil and Water Resources

Action 1 (Acquire access on Road No0.20-2-36.1):

Road No0.20-2-36.1 has acrushed rock surface course thatwas builtbyBLMand is maintained to
BLMstandards. Theroadis locatedintheupperportion ofthe Smith Creekdrainage withinthe Row
River 5" Field Watershed. The roadis hydrologically connected to two non-fish bearing tributaries
of Smith Creek. Theroad has adequate rock depth, is maintained on a routine cycle, and has
sufficientditchline reliefdrainage. This road would be utilized to haul timber and crushed rock
materials,and foradministrative access to Weyco lands.

Action 2 (Construct Road 7125):

The proposed Weyco Road 7125 on BLMland is located on a gentle ridge top, between1750'and
1760'in elevation, in the upper portion of the Smith Creek drainage within the Row River 5" Field
Watershed. The proposed road would be constructed at 0% to 5% gradient, and would involve little
tono cutandfill. The topographiclocationis verystable. The drainage from the new road
construction would be away from the existing BLMRoad No. 20-2-36.1. The soils within the right-
of-wayare predominatelyin the Peavine series: moderatelydeep (20-40 inches), well drained, silty
clayloams.

There are no wetlands within the proposed right-of~-wayand no streams located within one site tree
ofthe proposed right-of-way.

Action 3 (Construct Spurs A& B):

The proposed Weyco Spurs Aand Bon BLMIland are located on gentle ridge top and gentle to
moderate slopes, between1550'and 1620'in elevation, in the McCauleyCreek drainage within the
Row River 5" Field Watershed. The proposed roads would be constructed at 0% to 8% gradient.
The soils within the rights-of-way are predominatelyin the Ritner and Bellpine series: moderately
deep (20-40 inches), well drained, and cobblysiltyclayloams and siltyclayloams, respectively.

There are no wetlands in, or adjacentto, the proposed rights-of-way. The rights-of-way are not
located within the Riparian Reserves of anystreams.

Threatened and Endangered Species

3.2.1 Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina)

Actions 1 and 2 (Acquire access on Road No.20-2-36.1 & construct Road 7125):

Known or suspected occurrences of spotted owls in the survey area: Private partyinformation
on anysurveyor monitoring that may have occurred within or near the proposed Weyco harvestis
unknown. BLMinformationindicates there are no known permanent spotted owl sites on BLMland
within 1.2 miles ofthe proposed Weyco harvestorthe BLMactions.

Habitat:

The proposed BLMactions are within designated Critical Habitat Unit (CHU) OR-21. The proposed
Weyco harvestis adjacentto this CHU. The CHU currentlyhas 750 acres of suitable habitatand
300 acres of dispersal habitat. The proposed Road 7125 is located within dispersal habitat. There
is a stand of unsurveyed suitable nesting habitat within 200 feet of the proposed road construction
on BLMland and within 0.25 mile of a portion of Road No.20-2-36.1. Weyco would be harvesting
dispersal habitat: 43 acres of41 yearold timber.



3.3

Action 3 (ConstructSpurs A&B):

Known or suspectedoccurrences of spotted owls inthe surveyarea: Private partyinformation
onanysurveyormonitoringthatmayhave occurred within ornearthe proposed Weyco harvestis
unknown. SpurAwould belocated approximately0.25 mile from a stand ofsuitable nesting
habitat; the standis the core areaforthe Smith CreekEastowlsite (MSNO#0147A),with the site
centerlocated approximately0.50 mile from SpurA. SpurBwouldbelocated approximately0.25
mile from a stand ofsuitable nesting habitat;the stand is the core areaforthe McCauleyCreekowl
site (MSNO#2108), withthe site centerlocated approximately0.75 mile from SpurB.

Habitat:

The proposed BLMactionis withindesignated Critical HabitatUnit(CHU)OR-21. The proposed
Weyco harvestis adjacenttothis CHU. The CHU currentlyhas 750 acres ofsuitable habitatand
300 acres ofdispersal habitat. SpurAwouldnotbelocated withindispersal habitaton BLMland;
the standageis 30 years. SpurBwouldrunthroughastand on BLMland with a birthdate of1900.
However, the proposed route takes advantage ofanoldtractorroadwhere the trees toberemoved
areless than 80 years ofage. Weycowould be harvesting suitable habitat: 81 acres of80to 100
yearoldtimber.

3.2.2 Northern Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)

About370acres ofthe 800 acres designatedas Bald Eagle Habitat Areas (BEHA)in the vicinity of
DorenaReservoirare currentlyolderthan 100 years and are considered potential nestingorwinter
roosthabitat.

Two pairs ofbald eagles presentlyhave nests associated with Dorena Reservoir. Both nests are
beyond 1.5 miles from the proposed action.

All portions ofthe proposed actionare 0.5 mile orgreaterfrom the nearestBEHA.

Fisheries

Nothreatenedorendangered (T&E)species occurinthe areaofthe proposed action. The vicinityis
located above the DorenaReservoirDam. Noknown T&E species occurabovethedam.

Botany

Nothreatenedorendangered (T&E)species occurinthe areaofthe proposed action.

Surveyand Manage Species

CraterLake Tightcoil (Pristiloma arcticum crateris)

Action 1 (Acquire access on Road No.20-2-36.1):

Mollusk species would notbe affected on BLMlands because no habitatmodification would occur.

Actions 2 and 3 (ConstructRoad 7125 and Spurs A& B):

The proposedroads are below2000'elevation, therefore,no surveys arerequired (SurveyProtocol
for Surveyand Manage Terrestrial Mollusk Species from the Northwest ForestPlan, Version
3.0,2003,Duncan,Burke,Dowlan,and Hohenlohe).



Red Tree Vole (Arborimus longicaudus aka Phenacomys longicaudus)

Action 1 (Acquire access on Road No.20-2-36.1):

Red treevoles would notbe affected on BLMlands because no habitatmodification would occur.

Actions 2 and 3 (ConstructRoad 7125 and Spurs A&B):

Thereis nohabitatforproposed SpurA. Thelocations ofproposed Road 7125and SpurB contain
poorqualityhabitatbecause the routes would take advantage ofold tractorroads. Surveys were
conductedandnoredtreevole nests were found withinthe proposed right-of-ways.

Fungi

The projectareais withintherange of, butdoes notcontain appropriate habitatforBondarzewia
mesenterica.No surveys are therefore required; however, surveys forotherspecies in October2002
confirmed thelackofhabitatand sites ofthis perennial Surveyand Manage fungus.

Bryophytes

Ofthe Component 2 ("surveybefore ground-disturbingactivity")species,the proposed actionand
alternatives are withinthe knownrangeofand contain suitable habitatfor Schistostega pennata and
Tetraphisgeniculata. Surveys were conducted as directedin currentprotocols andnosensitive
bryophyte species were detected.

Lichens

Ofthe Component 2 ("surveybefore ground-disturbingactivity")species,the proposed actionand
alternatives are withinthe knownrange of, and could possiblycontain, suitable habitatfor Bryoria
tortuosa,Hypogymnia duplicata, Leptogium burnetiae variety hirsutum, Leptogium cyanescens,
Lobarialinita, Platismatialacunosa, Pseudocyphellariarainierensis,and Ramalina thrausta.
Surveys were conducted as directed in currentprotocols and no sensitive lichenspecies were
detected.

Vascularplants

Ofthe Component 2 ("surveybefore ground-disturbingactivity")species,the proposed actionand
alternatives are withinthe knownrange of, and possiblycontain, suitable habitatfor Botrychium
montanum and Cypripedium montanum. Surveys were conducted as directed in currentprotocols.
Thoughlateinthe season, plants were detectable,and no sensitive vascularplantspecies were
detected.



4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

4.1

Thisincorporates the analysis ofcumulative effects inthe USDA, Forest Service andthe USDI,
BureauofLand Management Final Supplemental Environmentallmpact Statementon Management
ofHabitatforLate-Successionaland Old-Growth Related Species Withinthe Range ofthe Northern
Spotted Owl (NSO FSEIS), February, 1994, (Chapters 3&4)andthe Eugene District Proposed
Resource ManagementPlan/Environmentallmpact Statement (RMP EIS), November, 1994 (Chapter
4). The Proposed Action and alternatives would nothave cumulative effects onresources beyond
those analyzedinthe documents. The following analysis has a cumulative effects sectionthat
supplements those analyzedinthe documents,and provides site-specificinformationparticularto
the actions considered here.

The Proposed Action and alternatives would have environmental effects. However, none ofthe
alternatives would have effects beyond those describedinthe RMP EIS and the NSO FSEIS.
Impacts based uponsite specificanalysis ofthe alternatives are shown below.

Proposed Action

4.1.1 IssueNo.1: Road Construction,Road Use and Timber HarvestingImpacts onWater
Quality

Directand Indirect Effects:

Road Construction: The proposed spurroads wouldnotcross anychannelsandno stream
channels are within 200 feetofthe new constructionarea. Noim pacts to streamtemperature,
riparian vegetation,orchannelstabilityare expected from the action onfederalland. Noimpactto
low flows, wateryield, turbidity,orpeak flows are expected. Theroad construction would not
extend the existing stream network.

UseofExistingRoads: The haulroute would be overpavedroads, exceptfor2'%to 3% miles from
the countyroadtothe vicinityofnewroad construction where the surface courseis crushed rock.
The actionwouldincrease trafficoverthe existingroads forthe shortterm duringthe period ofhaul.
Aslightincrease inerosionandsedimentationis probablefromtheincreased use ofexistingroads
duringthe periodofhaul. However,due tothe maintained condition ofthe gravel surface course,
sedimentimpacts are expectedtobe minorand localized. Erosion from the existingroads is
expectedtobelow.

Itis unlikelythatthe Proposed Action would retard attainmentofthe Aquatic Conservation Strategy
(ACS) Objectives because the existingroads are graveledorpaved andbecause no stream
channels are within 200 feetofthe closestfifty-footwide strip. The Proposed Action would not
affectspatial ortemporal connectivity;the aquaticsystem;instream flows;floodplaininundation;
species compositionorstructuraldiversityofaquaticplantcommunities; norhabitatforriparian-
dependentspecies.

Timber Harvesting: Timber harvestingonfederalownershipwould be confined to threefifty-footwide
strips ofland fora totallength of603 feetwithinthe clearing limits fornewroadconstruction. The
strips ofland are nothydrologicallyconnectedtoanystreams orwetlands, therefore noimpactto
waterqualityis expected.

Cumulative Effects:

Road constructionon BLMland would add approximately0.25 acres ofpermanentcompactionto
this watershed. Road construction on private land would add approximately2.05 acres of
permanentcompactiontothis watershed. This wouldincrease the cumulative impactofcompaction



tothe Row River Watershed byasmalldegreerelative tothe totalroad networkinthe watershed.
Thelocationofthe newroads wouldbe onaridgetops andslopes oflowgradient. Nocumulative
im pacts towaterqualityare expected fromroad construction orexistingroaduse.

Timber harvestdesign features would beinconformance withtherevised OregonForestPractices

Act. Rates ofsoil displacementand erosionwould belowerunderthe Proposed Actionthanthe No

Action alternative due toanuphillyardingsystem. Potential erosion and the consequential delivery
ofsedimentbyoverlandflowtoadjacentstreams would beless underthe Proposed Action than the
No Action alternative.

4.1.2 Issue No.1: Road Construction,Road Use and Timber Harvesting Impacts on
Threatened & Endangered Species

Northern Spotted Owl
Direct & Indirect Effects:

Action 1 (Acquire access on Road No.20-2-36.1):

The BLMaction may affect, butis notlikelyto adverselyaffectspotted owls due to disturbance
fromtimberandcrushed rock materials hauling across the existingBLMroad,because no hauling
would occurduringthe criticalnesting periodifnestingowls were present. [twould have no effect
duetohabitatmodificationon BLMland as the actionwould authorize onlypermittedroaduse.

Actions 2 & 3 (ConstructRoad 7125 and Spurs A& B):

The BLMaction may affect, butis notlikelyto adverselyaffectspotted owls due to disturbance
fromroadconstructionandsubsequenthauling. Nooperations would occurduringthe critical
nesting periodifnestingowls were present. Nosuitablenesttrees (trees greaterthan 80 years of
age)wouldberemoveddue toroadconstruction.

Cumulative Effects:

The cumulative effects ofhabitatremoval bythe BLMand Weyco actions would be to fragmentand
degradethe available dispersal habitatinthe area;the CHU would continue to function for
dispersal,butspotted owls would have less areainwhich toforageandbe atgreaterriskof
predation from otherraptors.

Weyco would be harvesting43 acres of41 yearoldtimber fromthe RowRiver7105harvestareaand
81 acres 0of80to 100 yearoldtimber fromthe McCauleyCreekharvestarea. Both ofthe areas are
within the South Willamette/North Umpqua AreaofConcern. Presently,dispersal habitatis not
limited. Viewing dispersal habitatas defined bythe 11-40standard: i.e.foreststands havingan
averagetreediameteratbreastheight(4'feet)of11inchesorgreaterwithaminimum of40%
canopyclosure,both quartertownships inthe vicinityare over50%. The township 20S-02W SE%is
currentlyat54% (869/1,624 acres);the township 20S-01W SWiis currentlyat74% (697/937
acres).

The McCauleyCreekharvestunitmostlikelyprovides foraginghabitatforthe Smith CreekEastand
McCauleyCreekowlsites. Both ofthe owlsites haveless than40% suitable habitatwithin their
homeranges. Giventhe condition ofthese owlsites,the age ofthe standtobe harvested,and the
proximity ofthe harvestunittotwo knownowlsites,theremoval of81 acres offoraginghabitatmay
affectandis likelyto adverselyaffectthe owl pairs. The USFWS concluded thatloss of81 acres of
suitable habitatwould be unlikelytoresultin take due to harm because surveys to date indicate
onlybarredowlpresence atthese two activitycenters,and spotted owlreproduction has not
occurredinthelastsixyears.



Northern Bald Eagle

NoBEHAs would be affected bythe BLMor Weyco actions; neitherwould there be anycumulative
effects. The proposed actionwould notdisturbbald eagles.
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4.2

4.3

ALTERNATIVE No.1: No Action

4.2.1 IssueNo.1: Road Construction,Road Use and Timber HarvestingImpacts on Water
Quality

Directand Indirect Effects:

Road Construction: This projectwould notpreventattainment ofthe ACS Objectives on federal
lands,becausenogrounddisturbingacitivitywould occur. Nodirectorindirectimpacts towater
qualityare anticipated because nonewroads wouldbe constructed on BLMlands.

UseofExistingRoads: Nodirectorindirectimpacts to waterqualityare anticipated because no
existingBLMroads would be used.

Timber Harvesting: Notimber harvestingwould occuron publiclands.

Cumulative Effects:

Newroadconstruction exclusivelyon private lands wouldrequire an estimatedlength ofgreater
thanone mileincontrastto 0.8 mile underthe Proposed Action. This wouldinvolve construction
oversteeplysloped topographyandfourstream crossings, includingthe fish bearinglowerand
middle forkof McCauleyCreek. The shortterm effectofimplementing this alternative maybe some
sedimentationtothe streams fromtheroadconstructionoperations. Sediments generated as a
resultofthis activitycould negativelyaffectfishin McCauleyCreek.

Higherrates ofsoil displacementand erosion are likelyunderthis alternative due to the strong
probabilityofemploymentofadownhillyardingtimber harvestsystem on steepterrain. Because of
this potential erosion, thereis agreaterriskthatsedimentcouldreachthe adjacentstreams by
overlandflow orviathe cutslope ditchlineofthe newlyconstructed roads until the Weyco harvest
unitis revegetated.

4.2.2 Issue No.1: Road Construction,Road Use and Timber HarvestingImpacts on
Threatened & Endangered Species

Northern Spotted Owl
Direct & Indirect Effects:

There would be nodirectorindirect effects on BLMIlands due to habitatmodification ordisturbance
becausenoroadconstructionwouldoccuralongwiththe associated harvestofright-of-waytimber
onBLMlands,and noBLMexistingroads would be used.

Cumulative Effects:

The cumulative effects wouldbe similartothe Proposed Action. There is achance thatthe effects
couldbe greaterthanthe Proposed Actiondependingon the timing oftheroadconstructionand
harvestoperations. The greaterlength ofrequiredroad construction couldalsoremove additional
dispersal habitat.

Northern Bald Eagle

The effects would be similartothe Proposed Action.

Unaffected Resources

The followingresources are eithernotpresentorwould notbe affected byanyofthe alternatives:
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern,prime orunique farm lands, floodplains, Native American
religious concerns, culturalresources, airquality,solid orhazardous wastes,invasive ornon native
species,Wild and ScenicRivers, Wilderness, minoritypopulations,andlowincome populations.
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5.0 CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION

5.1

5.2

Listof Preparers

The following BLMresource specialists have examined the alternatives describedin this
assessmentandhave provided eitherwritten orverbalinputused fordeveloping effects analysis:

Participant Title Resource/Discipline
JeffApel Forester Engineering
Alison Center Wildlife Biologist Wildlife
Don Meckley CivilEngineering Team Leader/EAWriter
Technician
Mike Southard Archaeologist CulturalResources
Steve Steiner Hydrologist Hydrologyand Soils
Chuck Vostal Fisheries Biologist Fisheries
Ron Wold RealtySpecialist Right-of-WayAccess

Consultation
Wildlife

Pursuanttothe Endangered Species Act,formal consultation was completedwiththe U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS)on this proposed action. The USFWSissued aBiological Opinion on May
15,2002. The proposed actionis considered adiscretionaryroadright-of-waycoveredunderthe
programmatic Biological Opinion 1-7-02-F-428 (BureauofLand Management’s Proposed FY
2002/2003 Program forthe Issuance of Right-of-Way Authorizationsinthe Salem and Eugene
Districts, Oregon).

Pursuantto this Biological Opinion, USFWS negotiated with Weyco to furtherminimize the
potentialimpacts ofthe McCauleyCreekharvestunitof81 acres ofsuitable habitattothe Smith
CreekEastand McCauleyCreekowlsites. Surveys indicate thatthe spotted owl pairs forthese
two activity centers have notsuccessfullyreproducedsince 1996, orbefore.

To fulfill Oregon State ForestPractices Actrequirements,the Lower Forkand Middle Fork of
McCauleyCreekwillretainano-touch bufferof100 feetand 70 feet,respectively. Uplandleave
trees willbe clumpedtobuffersnags locatedinthe centerofthe unit. Following discussions with
Weyco,an additionalnumberofleave trees (10-15% ofthe leave treerequirement)will be retained
andprovide anincreased buffertothe existingriparianand clumped areas.

USFWS has confirmed thattheywere notconcernedaboutthe Row River7105 harvestunitand
chosenottonegotiate ontheimpacts.

Reasonable and prudentmeasures foravoiding disturbance to spotted pairs and theirprogenyare
includedinthe proposed projectdesign features. The BLMwould provide WeyCo with mandatory
terms and conditions, andthe conservationrecommendations containedinthe U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS)biologicalopinion forthis actioninvolving effects to threatened species.

Fisheries

Consultation with the National Oceanicand Atmos phericAdministration (NOAA) Fisheries is not
required foranyofthe alternatives analyzed herein. Consultation with NOAAFisheries on the
Weyco proposed timber harvestis notrequired.
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5.3

6.0

Public Participation

Apublicnotice advertising the availabilityofthis EAand preliminaryFONSlappearedinthe Eugene
Register-Guardon May21,2003. Additionally, this environmentalassessmentwas senttothe
followingmembers ofthe publicand organizations:

CarolLogan,Kalapooya Sacred Circle MollyWidmer

Alliance Neal Miller

ChadHanson, John MuirProject OregonDept. of Forestry

Charles and Reida Kimmel Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Confederated Tribes ofthe Siletz Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality
Confederated Tribes ofthe Grande Ronde Oregon NaturalResources Council
Craig Tupper Pam Hewitt

David Simone PeterSaraceno

James Johnston RobertDavison, Wildlife Management Ins titute
JanWroncy Roseburg ForestProducts

Jim Goodpasture Sierra Club - ManyRivers Group
JohnBianco Swanson Group,Inc.

JohnPoynter The PacificRivers Council

Kris and John Ward Tom Stave,UofOLibrary

Lane CountyLand Management Weyerhaeuser Company

LeroyPruitt

REFERENCES

USDI, BureauofLand Management. November 1994. EugeneDistrictProposed Resource
ManagementPlan/Environmental ImpactStatement. Eugene District Office, Eugene,Oregon.

USDIBureauofLand Management. June 1994. EugeneDistrictRecordofDecisionand Resource
ManagementPlan. Eugene,Oregon:Eugene District Office.

USDA, ForestServiceand USDIBureau ofLand Management. February1994. Final
Supplemental EnvironmentalImpactStatementon ManagementofHabitatfor Late-Successional
and Old-Growth ForestRelated Species Withinthe Range ofthe Northern Spotted Owl. Portland,
Oregon.
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1792A
OR-090-EA-03-10

UNITED STATESDEPARTMENTOF INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
EUGENEDISTRICT OFFICE

Finding of No Significantimpact
for
Amendmentto O&C Logging Road Right-of-WayPermitE-476
and Right-of-Way& Road Use AgreementE-476

Determination:

Onthe basis oftheinformationcontainedinthe Environmental Assessment, (OR-090-EA-03-10)
and allotherinformationavailable tome, itis mydeterminationthatimplementation ofthe
proposed action oralternative willnothave significantenvironmentalimpacts notalready
addressedinthe RecordofDecision (ROD) forAmendmentsto Forest Service and Bureau of
Land ManagementPlanning Documents Withinthe Range ofthe Northern Spotted Owl (April
1994) andthe Eugene District Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan (June 1995)
as amended bythe RecordofDecision (ROD)forAmendmenttothe Survey & Manage,
Protection Buffer,and other Mitigation Measures Standardsand Guidelines, January 2001.
Environmental Assessment OR090-EA-03-10isinconformance withthe above documents and
does not,inand ofitself, constitute amajorfederalaction having significanteffectonthe human
environment. Therefore,anewenvironmentalimpactstatement(EIS)orsupplementto the
existing EISis unnecessaryand willnotbe prepared.

Field Manager,UpperWillamette Resource Area Date
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