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BACKGROUND

The Bureau of Land Management  prepared an Env i ronmenta l Assessment  (EA) which analyzed the

effects  o f this  Proposed Act ion and a l ternatives.  The EA  and a prel iminary  F ind ing o f No Sign i f icant

Impact (FON SI)  were  made  availab le for public  comment  in  February , 2002.  One  public  comment

was  rece ived.

FINDING  O F NO  S IGNIF ICANT IMPACT

O n the basis  o f the in format ion conta ined in  the EA  (OR090-E A-02-06),  and al l  o ther in format ion

availab le to me,  i t is  m y determinat ion that:  (1) the implementat ion o f the Proposed Act ion or

a l ternatives wil l  not have s ign i f icant env i ronmenta l impac ts beyond those a l ready addressed in  the

“Record  o f Dec is ion for Ame ndme nts  to Forest Serv ice and Bureau of Land Management  P lann ing

Docu ments  within  the Range of the Northern  Spot ted Owl,"  (Apri l  1994) and the “Eugene Dis t r ic t

Record  o f Dec is ion and Resource Management  Plan,"  (June 1995);  (2) the Proposed Act ion and

al ternatives are  in  conformance with  the Eugene Dis t r ic t Record  o f Dec is ion and Resource

Management  P lan; and (3) the Proposed Act ion and a l ternatives do not constitu te a major federa l

act ion hav ing a s ign i f icant e f fec t on the human  environ ment.   Therefore, an env i ronmenta l impact

s ta tement or a  supplement to the ex is t ing env i ronmenta l impact s ta tement is  not necessary  and wil l

not be prepared.

D E C I SI O N

I t is  the dec is ion o f the Bureau of Land Management  to se lect the Proposed Act ion (A l ternative 5)

descr ibed in  the Twin  Prair ie  T imber Sale  EA .  This  EA  and the FONSI analyzed the se lected

al ternative and found no s ign i f icant impacts .

Implementat ion o f this  dec is ion wil l  result  in  forest management  act iv i ties inc lud ing:  density

management  o f both  Matrix  and Ripar ian Reserve by commerc ia l t imber harvest (heavy th inn ing

Matr ix ; mode rate  th inn ing Matrix  and Ripar ian Reserve);  and road const ruct ion, renovat ion, and

decommiss ion ing within  the Matr ix .  Al l  des ign features ident i fied in  the EA  (pp. 5-6) wil l  be
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implemented.  

The se lected a l ternative is  in  conformance with  the "Record  o f Dec is ion for Ame ndme nts  to Forest

Serv ice and Bureau of Land Management  P lann ing Docu ments  within  the Range of the Northern

Spot ted Owl,"  (NSO ROD, Apri l  1994),  and the "Eugene Dis t r ic t Record  o f Dec is ion and Resource

Management  Plan,"  (RMP, June 1995),  as amended by the “Record  o f Dec is ion for Ame ndme nts  to

the Survey and Manage, Protect ion Buffer,  and other Mi t igat ion Measures Standards and

Guide lines,”  (January  2001).

ALTERNATIVES

In  add i t ion to the se lected a l ternative, the EA  cons idered f ive o ther a l ternatives in  detai l  (EA , pp. 2-

6).  A l ternat ive 1 would  be density  management  o f Matrix  on ly , with  cross drain  culvert  ins ta l la t ion,

and skid  roads and land ings const ructed in  Ripar ian Reserves.  A l ternat ive 2 would  be s imi lar to the

Proposed Act ion except that two addi t iona l R ipar ian Reserve acres would  be harvested, two haul

roads in  the Ripar ian Reserve would  be const ructed, and a cross drain  culvert  would  be ins ta l led. 

A l ternat ive 3 would  be s imi lar to A l ternat ive 1 except that there would  be no heavy th inn ing.   In

Al ternat ive 4 , fewer Matrix  acres would  be harvested, and no activity  would  take p lace in  the

Ripar ian Reserves.  A l ternat ive 6 is  the "no act ion" a l ternative and would  invo lve no management

act iv i ties .

RATIONALE F O R S E L E C T IO N

The purpose of the act ion in  the Matrix  is  to promo te the deve lopment o f la te-success iona l forest

structure over longer ro ta t ions while  prov id ing an output o f merc hantab le t imber and mainta in ing

forest health  and product iv ity .  Al l  f i ve act ion a l ternatives would  meet this  purpose of the act ion. 

The purpose of the act ion in  the Ripar ian Reserves is  to hasten the deve lopment o f s o m e la te-

success iona l forest s t ruc tura l character is tics .  Only  the Proposed Act ion and Al ternat ive 2 would

meet this  purpose.

The Proposed Act ion would  most  effectively  meet the purpose of the act ion.  I t p rov ides forest

produc ts by density  mana geme nt.   I t would  hasten the deve lopment o f la te-success iona l forest

s t ruc tura l character is tics through acce lera t ion o f  d iameter growth  o f re tent ion t rees in  both  the

Matrix  and Ripar ian Reserves, hasten ing canopy layer ing and increased c rown ra t ios . 

Based  on the analys is  d iscussed and presented in  the EA , the Proposed Act ion is  cons is tent with

the Aqua tic  Conservat ion St ra tegy and the ob ject ives for the Ripar ian Reserves, and would  not

prevent or retard a t ta inment o f any o f the Aqua tic  Conservat ion St ra tegy ob ject ives (EA , p . 13, 14).  

S i lv icu l tura l pract ices in  the Ripar ian Reserves wil l  help  acquire  des i red vegetat ion character is tics

needed to attain  ACS ob ject ives (EA , pp. 13-14).  

The Proposed Act ion and the o ther ac t ion a l ternatives would  degrade habi ta t for spot ted owls  on a

local,  short  term bas is ; u l t imate ly , la te-success iona l hab i ta t would  be enhanced (EA , p . 15).  

A l ternat ives 1 , 3 , and 4 would  prov ide approx imately  the s a m e amount o f t imber (A l ternative 1) to

less t imber (A l ternatives 3 and 4) (EA , p . 2) and would  have lesser short- term effects  on spot ted ow l

habi ta t because fewer acres would  be harvested (EA , p . 14-15).   However,  fewer acres would

benefit  by ach iev ing la te-success iona l forest structure character is tics more  quickly  through density

management  (EA , pp. 14-15).   A l ternat ive 2 would  prov ide sl ightly  more  t imber,  would  have sl ightly

greater short- term effects  than the Proposed Act ion, and would  produce over t im e sl ightly  more

acres with  la te-success iona l forest structure character is tics through density  mana geme nt.    
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Al ternat ive 6 (no act ion) would  not meet the purpose of the act ion within  the Matrix  or R ipar ian

Reserves.  A l ternat ive 6 would  prov ide no t imber,  nor would  i t reduce s tand dens i ty .  O f al l  the

a l ternatives, A l ternat ive 6 would  result  in  the s lowest deve lopment o f la te-success iona l forest

s t ruc tura l character is tics (EA , pp. 13, 15).   A l ternat ive 6 would  have no imme diate  effects  on wildl i fe

habitat.

C O N S U L TA T I O N AND C O O R D IN A T IO N  

A  public  not ice adver t is ing the availab il i ty  o f the EA  and FONSI appeared in the Eugene Register-

Guard  on February  6 , 2002.  Addi t iona l ly , the EA  and FONSI were  mai led to in terested individu als

and organizat ions (EA , p . 20).   A  30-day public  comment  per iod c losed on March 8 ,  2002.  One

comment  le t ter was  rece ived and is  addressed in  the EA .

Pursuant to the Endangered Spec ies Act,  consu l ta t ion was  completed with  the U .S . F ish and

Wildl i fe  Serv ice, which found that the act ion “ . . . [i s ] not l ikely  to jeopard ize the cont inued ex is tence

of the spot ted owl.”

Consul ta t ion with  the Nat iona l Mar ine F isher ies Serv ice is  not requ i red for this  Proposed Act ion or

the A l ternat ives.

The State  Historic  Preservat ion Of f ice ( S H P O ) has been not i f ied o f this  proposal and has

determined, in  accordance with  36 CFR 800.5(b),  that the proposed under tak ing would  have no

ef fec t on cu l tura l resources.

The Confederated Tr ibes o f the Siletz  and the Confederated Tr ibes o f the Grand Ronde  were

not i f ied o f this  pro jec t dur ing the scoping process, request ing in format ion regard ing t r iba l issues or

concerns re la t ive to the project.   No response was  rece ived.

I M P L EM E N T A T IO N

This  dec is ion wil l  be implemented by a t imber sale  contrac t.  A  t imber sale  cont ract wil l  implement

the road const ruct ion, t imber harves t, and decommiss ion ing o f roads used for t imber harvest

operat ions descr ibed in  the Proposed Act ion (EA , pp. 3-5).

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OPPORTUNIT IES

The dec is ion to implement the t imber sale  por t ion o f this  pro jec t may  be protested under 43 CFR

5003 - Admin is t ra t ive Remedies.  In  accordance with  43 CFR 5003.2, the dec is ion for the t imber

sale  por t ion o f this  pro jec t wil l  not be sub ject to pro test unti l  the not ice o f sale  is  f i rs t pub l ished in

the Eugene Register-Guard  on July  31, 2002.  This  pub l ished not ice o f sale  wil l  constitu te the

dec is ion document for the purpose of protests  o f the t imber sale  por t ion o f this  project.   43 CFR

5003.2(b) Protes ts  o f the t imber sale  por t ion o f this  dec is ion must be f i led with  this  o f f ice within

f i f teen (15) days a f ter f i rs t pub l ica t ion o f the not ice o f sa le .

The dec is ion to implement the serv ice cont ract /non- t imber sale  por t ion o f this  pro jec t may  be

appealed to the Of f ice o f Hear ings and Appeals , Of f ice o f the Secretary , U .S . Depar tment o f the

Inter ior , in  accordance with  the regu la t ions conta ined in  43 CFR Part  4 .  I f an appeal is  taken, the

not ice o f appeal must  be f i led in  this  o f f ice within  thirty  (30) days o f the f i rs t pub l ica t ion o f the not ice

of this  dec is ion in  the Eugene Register-Guard  on July  31, 2002, for t ransmi t ta l to  the Board.  A  copy

of the not ice o f appeal and any s ta tement o f reasons, wr i t ten arguments , or br ie fs , must  a lso be
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served upon the Regional Sol ic i tor , Pacif ic  Nor thwest Region, U .S . Depar tment o f the Inter ior , 500

NE Mul tnomah Street,  Suite  607, Por t land, Oregon 97323, within  the s a m e t im e f rame.  In  tak ing an

appea l, there must  be s t r ic t compl iance with  the regu la t ions.  In  accordance with  43 CFR 4.21, an

appel lant has the r ight to pet i t ion the Of f ice o f Hear ing and Appe als  to s tay the implementat ion o f

the dec is ion; however,  an appel lant must  show s tanding and present reasons for request ing a s tay

of the dec is ion.  The pet i t ion for s tay must  be f i led together with  a  t imely  not ice o f appea l.  43 CFR

4.21(a)(2).

/s / Steven Cal ish Date: 7 /24/02

Steven A . Cal ish

Field  Manager


