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DECISION:

Based on the analysis documented in the Environmental Assessment (EA) OR090-02-26 and the finding

of no sign ificant imp act it is my  decisio n to selec t the propo sed ac tion.  The B adger O ne Tim ber Sa le is

located in T. 17 S., R. 7 W., Section 35 Willamette Meridian.  A cruised volume of 1.0 million board feet of

timber would be harvested. The Proposed Action includes forest management activities including

regeneration harvest; road construction; road improvement and road decommissioning; site preparation;

and tree planting in an approximately 27 acre forested area within the General Forest Management Area

(GFM A) of the M atrix land  use alloc ation (LU A).  No a ctions w ould oc cur with in Ripar ian Res erves.  A ll

the project design features identified in the EA will be implemented to mitigate any impacts.

DECISION RATIONALE:

The Proposed Action was selected because it best meets the goals and objectives for the GFMA and

Riparian Reserve LUA’s within the Wildcat Creek Watershed as discussed in the EA.  The proposed

action is tiered to and is in compliance with the Record of Decision for Amendments to Forest Service and

Burea u of Land  Mana geme nt Plann ing Doc umen ts within th e Ran ge of the N orthern S potted O wl, April

1994, and the Eugene District Record of Decision (ROD)/Resource Management Plan (RMP), June 1995,

as amende d by the Record of De cision for Amendm ents to the Survey and M anage, Protection Buffer,

and other Mitigation Measures Standards and Guidelines, USDA Forest Service and USDI Bureau of

Land Management, January, 2001.

Wate rshed a nalysis  has be en com pleted for th e Wild cat W atershe d.  The p ropose d action  would m aintain

or restore  riparian c ondition s by pro tecting str uctural fe atures c urrently p resent. T he treatm ent is

consis tent with the  Aqua tic Cons ervation  Strateg y (AC S) Ob jectives . 

Pursu ant to the E ndang ered S pecies  Act, form al cons ultation w as com pleted w ith the Fis h and W ildlife

Service on this propose d action, along with other actions proposed  in the Eugene District for Fiscal Years

2003-2004.  The Fish and Wildlife Service issued its Biological Opinion on September 30, 2002,

completing consultation.  According to Eugene District’s Biological Assessment for habitat modifying

projects for fiscal years 2003-2004, Badger One would “May A ffect, but is N ot Likely  to Adve rsely A ffect”

the Nor thern sp otted ow l due to los s of dispe rsal hab itat within the  unit.  After tre atmen t, there wo uld still

be app roxima tely 80%  of federal la nds rem aining in a  dispers al cond ition within  that quarte r towns hip. 

This proposal would have a "No A ffect" on the marbled murrelet and other federally listed/proposed

terrestrial species.

This proposed action was determined by the Level 1 Coast Range Province Team to be a  “May A ffect,

but Not Likely to Adversely A ffect” for the coastal coho salmo n ( Oncorhynchus kisutch ).  The Biological

Assessment was submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for concurrence of the   

“May A ffect, but No t Likely to A dverse ly Affect”  determination on June 16, 1999.  A letter of concurrence

from NMFS was submitted to this office on July 23, 1999 for the Proposed Action.

   

The Bureau of Land Management, Eugene District, consulted with the Confederated Tribes of Coos,

Lowe r Ump qua an d Sius law India ns as p art of the cu ltural inve ntory to be  condu cted in co njunctio n with

the env ironme ntal analy zes pro cess fo r the Fisc al Yea r 1998 a nd 199 9 propo sed tim ber sale  program .  A

letter was  sent on S eptem ber 24, 1 997.  No  respon se wa s receiv ed.  The  Burea u of Land  Mana geme nt,



Coast Range Resource Area also consulted with the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and

Siusla w Indian s on Ju ne 4, 199 8 seek ing cultur al inform ation as  part of the W ildcat W atershe d Ana lysis. 

A response was received on June 11, 1998 concerning cultural resources within the watershed.

FINDING  OF NO  SIGNIFICA NT IMPA CT (FON SI): 

On the basis of the information contained in the Environmental Assessment, and all other information

available to me, it is my determination that implementation of the proposed action or alternatives will not

have significant environmental impacts beyond those already addressed in the Record of Decision (ROD)

for Amendments to Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents Within the

Range of the Northern Spotted Owl (April 1994) and the Eugene District Record of Decision and

Resource Management Plan (June 1995) as amended by the Record of Decision for Amendments to the

Survey and Manage, Protection Buffer, and other Mitigation Measures Standards and Guidelines, USDA

Forest Service and USDI Bureau of Land Management, January, 2001, with wh ich this E A is in

conformance, and does not constitute a major federal action having a significant effect on the human

environment.  Therefore, an environmental impact statement or a supplement to the existing

environmental impact statement is not necessary and will not be prepared.

Both the  EA an d prelim inary FO NSI w ere adv ertised o n Octo ber 2, 20 02 as a vailable  for a 30-d ay pub lic

review period in the Eugene Register-Guard .  Copies  of the EA  and pre liminary  FON SI wer e maile d to

interested individuals on our mailing list.  Two public comment letters were received; one letter expressed

that techniques and methods to be used appeared to be sufficient and one letter expressed several

concerns.  Their comments were considered and concerns responded to with a new section added to the 

EA.  No changes were made to the proposed action or design features as a result of comments. Copies of

the EA, DR and FONSI  were mailed to the interested parties.

/s/ Steven Calish    11/20/02

Steven Calish, Date

Siuslaw Field Manager


