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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Siuslaw Resource Area, Eugene District, has completed an Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the Old Growth Trail Extension in the Whittaker Creek area, T.
18S., R. 8W., Section 21., Western Lane County, Oregon.

The design features of the Proposed Action and Alternatives are described in the (EA).
No significant adverse impacts are expected to threatened and endangered species,
special status plants, geology and soils, fisheries, hydrology, other wildlife, and cultural
resources.

On the basis of the information contained in the Environmental Assessment, and all other
information available to me, it is my determination that implementation of the Proposed
Action or alternatives will not have significant environmental impacts beyond those
already addressed in the Record of Decision (ROD) for Amendments to Forest Service
and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents Within the Range of the Northern
Spotted Owl (April 1994), and the Eugene District Record of Decision and Resource
Management Plan (June 1995) as amended, with which this EA is in conformance, and
does not, in and of itself, constitute a major federal action having a significant effect on
the human environment. Therefore, an environmental impact statement or a supplement
to the existing environmental impact statement is not necessary and will not be prepared.

DECISION

Based on the analysis documented in the Environmental Assessment (EA)
OR-090-04-09 and the Finding of No Significant Impact it is my decision

to select the Proposed Action Alternative. Implementation of this alternative will
complete the original proposal of the Old Growth Ridge Trail (1992) to construct a loop
that will offer the hiker a different route back to the campground, rather than the up-and-
back pathway that exists now. Implementation is planned to begin and be completed
during the summer months of 2004. A small memorial site overlooking Whittaker Creek
would be constructed and interpretive signing opportunities identified in the
environmental assessment would be implemented as funding permits.



DECISION RATIONALE

The Proposed Action was selected because it best meets the purpose of the action as
described in the EA. The No Action Alternative was not chosen because it does not

meet the recreation needs that have long been identified by the public. The Eastside
Alternative was eliminated from choice due to potential spotted owl and marbled
murrelet disturbance and habitat modification. The Original Layout Alternative was
eliminated from choice because it was routed through a sensitive riparian area, potentially
causing disturbance to the soils and water quality.

CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION

Consultation with NOAA-Fisheries was not required. No effects to Essential Fish
Habitat where identified.

The Proposed Action would have “No Effect” on Threatened or Endangered wildlife
known to inhabit the area, therefore consultation by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
was not required..

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Both the EA and the Preliminary FONSI were advertised in the Eugene Register Guard as
being available for a 15-day public review period which ended May 6, 2004. No
comments were received.

ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES

The effective date of this decision shall be the date of publication of the Notice of
Decision and FONSI in the Register Guard. Any person adversely affected by this
decision may appeal it to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in
accordance with the regulations contained in 43 CFR, Part 4. If an appeal is taken, a
notice of appeal must be filed in the office (P.O. Box 10226, Eugene, Oregon 97440,
2890 Chad Drive, Eugene) within 30 days from the date of this decision. In an appeal the
appellant has the burden of showing that the decision is in error.

/s/ Dan Howells for May 11, 2004
Steven Calish, Field Manager Date
Siuslaw Resource Area




