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What makes this area of interest?  Cougar Rock is traversed by the Molalla trail, a significant travel route for 8000 years as documented by five recorded archaeological sites within the area.  The area served the Molalla people, whose ancestors are represented by today’s tribes, as a summer base camp and major huckleberry gathering area.

Location:  Cougar Rock, SIA is located near the western edge of the Forest boundary surrounded on three sides by private land.  Elevation is 4,692’.  The area was clear-cut in the 1960’s and 1970’s and now contains 35+ year-old plantations containing Douglas-fir, noble fir, pacific silver fir, and hemlock.  The tree stocking is patchy and interspersed with huckleberries and bear grass in the openings.  

Chronology:  The following is a rough chronology of events in what is an on-going collaborative effort amoug the Siletz and Grand Ronde tribes and the Sweet Home Ranger District.

1990:  The Willamette National Forest Land Management Plan created the Cougar Rock Special Interest Area (SIA). 

1990-2000:  Forest Service and Tribal representatives made various group field trips to the area to gauge interest and explore management ideas.  Don Minore, a PNW plant ecologist attended some of these trips and made recommendations for huckleberry and bear grass management of the area.

A Memorandum of Understanding between the Willamette National Forest and the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde was signed to further general collaborative relationships between the Grand Ronde Tribes and Forest Service.

July 2001:  The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians and Forest Service representatives from the Sweet Home District held a joint field trip to the Cougar Rock site.  Three north slope units were identified for immediate treatments to maintain and enhance huckleberry growth.  It was decided to award a small contract to each tribe to thin and prune encroaching trees.  One of the units had potential for bough harvest in conjunction with thinning and pruning.

September 2001:  An Implementation Guide for the Cougar Rock SIA was completed with the main objective of implementing vegetation management treatments to maintain and enhance huckleberries and bear grass.

October 2001:  A purchase order was awarded to the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde and Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians to begin work on tree thinning and pruning in two of the three designated units.

March 2002:  A joint meeting was held in Corvallis with the Forest Service and the Tribes who reviewed and made additional recommendations to the implementation guide, planned a process for further work in the area, and planned for a future field trip.

November 2002:  Forest Service and Tribal representatives took a joint field trip to Cougar Rock.  Last year’s thinning and pruning was looked at and determined to be a good example of what is wanted to expand existing openings and to promote huckleberry and beargrass growth.  Further projects were discussed, including submitting grant proposals for burning and using Forest Service bough sales in the area to further promote pruning and thinning goals.

