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Background: Ames Creek, an historic anadromous salmonid stream, flows through the City of Sweet Home, immediately above its confluence with the South Santiam River.  A spill dam that was constructed in the 1940s, at what is now Sankey Park, has blocked fish passage.  The creek also suffers from a variety of other problems associated with urban impacts along its lower reaches, and reflects a simplified urbanized morphology that completely lacks in-stream structure and diversity.  

A flood event during February of 1996, caused bank erosion, flooding in town, and other detrimental effects associated with the overflowing creek. Soon thereafter, the South Santiam Watershed Council identified Ames Creek as a likely candidate for watershed restoration and began searching for funding sources. The Council (with a lot of help from Sweet Home Ranger District personnel) assembled a community partnership composed of state and federal government agencies, city government, private industry, local landowners, local science teachers, and other stakeholders to restore the lower reaches of Ames Creek to a more naturally functioning condition. 

Project Description: This is a multi-year, and multi-phased project.  The objectives of the project are to: (1) restore anadromous fish passage in Ames Creek at Sankey Park, (2) improve in-stream habitat quality, (3) control streambank erosion, (4) enhance wetland and riparian habitat quality associated with the stream, and (5) provide community education outreach opportunities. 

Phase I began in the summer of 1999. Approximately 500 meters of riparian area had blackberry and ivy removed and replaced with native plant species. A small wetland was restored and twelve cross channel structures were installed in the stream to increase stream habitat diversity. 

Phase II began in the summer of 2001. Approximately 200 meters of stream bank were treated in the commercial section of Sweet Home. Old concrete slab rip rap was removed, blackberry and ivy were replaced with native plant species and boulder clusters were placed in the channel for fish habitat.

Phase III began in the summer of 2002, the stream channel will be restored within the old pond area in Sankey Park, and the stream re-routed around the old mill pond to facilitate fish passage.

During each stage of the project, local school students have used the project as a living laboratory and outdoor education classroom. With the help of Forest Service specialists, the students learn the basics of watershed management and project implementation and monitoring. 

Location: Ames Creek is a third order fish bearing stream tributary to the South Santiam River. Originating in the foothills of the West Cascade Mountains, Ames Creek splashes its way through three miles of private industrial forestlands before wetting the urban stream banks of the City of Sweet Home, East Linn County, in the great state of Oregon, T13S, R01E, Section 31. 

Findings: It is very evident that small communities, and volunteer groups like watershed councils, lack the infrastructure necessary to plan and implement stream and or watershed restoration projects. Without the technical, clerical and financial support provided by a local office of an established land management agency such as the Forest Service, the Ames Creek project probably would not be as far along as it is. The key is that local agency people are able to build trust and show their commitment to a project light years better than “those people from the Big City office.”

Potential Management Implications: Local communities partnered with USFS District located in the community are better able to plan and implement restoration projects in a bottom up, rather than an autocratic top down approach.

Contact Person: Todd Buchholz, Sweet Home Ranger District Fisheries Biologist

Status:  Ongoing.
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Tom Johnson, retired schoolteacher, with Oak Heights Elementary students collecting fish data in Ames Creek.

